HT 504 HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY II 

Spring 2022
Professor S. Donald Fortson III



704 366-5066 (RTS)

dfortson@rts.edu

Course Description

This general introduction to Christianity in the Reformation, Post-Reformation and Modern eras focuses on the key persons, movements, and ideas that have made significant contributions to the history of the Church.  Special attention will be given to exploring how experiences and insights from the Christian past inform contemporary faith and practice.  As an outcome of the course, students should have a general grasp of Christian history during these periods and a basic knowledge of the major personalities and ecclesiastical issues of the 16th – 20th C. of church history in Europe, Britain and America.

Required Texts
Dowley, Tim. Editor. Introduction to the History of Christianity. Third Edition. Minneapolis,

MN: Fortress Press, 2018.

Lane, Tony. A Concise History of Christian Thought. Revised Edition. Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2007.
Sweeney, Douglas A., The American Evangelical Story: A History of the Movement. Grand

Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005.

Noll, Mark. Editor. Confessions and Catechisms of the Reformation. Reprint. Regent College,
2003.

Course Requirements
1.  Weekly Assignments

A. Reading - Students will have weekly assignment sheets with readings from the 
required texts that are due by the next class period.

B. Weekly Quiz – Before each class there will be a short cumulative quiz on dates from the assignment sheets in Canvas.  The dates will also be included as a part of the final exam. Quizzes must be submitted on time to receive credit.
C. Discussion Questions – Before each class students will submit a response to discussion questions posted in Canvas (often interacting with each week’s reading assignment). Responses to discussion questions must be submitted on time to receive credit.
2. Biographical Paper  Each student will choose an individual from Christian history that lived during the 16th – 20th Century and write a 12 -15 page (double-spaced, 12 point font) typed paper on this person. A least one major biography (200-page minimum) on the person should be read. The paper should be a narrative of the person’s life and contribution to the Church of his/her day based on the biography read.  The paper should conclude with a one-page reflection on insights from the person’s life that might be useful today.  It is not necessary to use footnotes for summaries of historical information if one is using only one book as the primary source.  However, if there are direct quotations from this one book, page numbers should be indicated.  If one is using multiple sources, footnotes would be proper to indicate the source of specific information.  Include a bibliography page at the end.  The paper is due last day of class May 3. Post the paper by midnight that day in Canvas. 
Choosing a biography  

Students are free to select from a wide array of biographies.  One may choose a Protestant reformer, a Christian king or queen, hymn writer, pastor, theologian, missionary or any significant Christian that lived from the time of Martin Luther up through the end of the 20th C. There are many options; use the Dowley/Lane texts and course lectures to help you make a good choice.  Autobiographies do not qualify for this assignment. Do not use a biography you have read before; learn about someone new.

Students are welcome to use multiple sources for the biography paper but this is not necessary.  One 200-page biography will fully satisfy the assignment.

Where to look

If you live near a Bible College, Christian University or Seminary, you will find a wealth of options in these libraries.  Public universities and public libraries will also have a few biographies of famous Christians like Erasmus, Thomas Cranmer, John Wesley or Jonathan Edwards.  If your home church has a library, you may find something there.  Also, your pastor may have a few Christian biographies in a personal library.  

Students may also wish to consider purchasing a good biography that would be a useful addition to their own library.  There are many places to look and one should not have a problem locating an acceptable biography.  

3. Final Exam   The final examination will include essay questions from the required reading and lectures.  There will also be short-answer sections on important dates, people and ideas.  The final may be taken anytime during the exam periods.
4. Reading Report   This report will indicate the amount of Required Reading that has been completed during the semester.  The Reading Report is due May 10. Post the report by midnight that day in Canvas. 

Grading
Weekly Quizzes - 10%

Discussion Questions - 10%

Biographical Paper - 25%

Reading Report - 25%

Final Exam - 30%
	MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes

In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes.

 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.
	Rubric

· Strong

· Moderate

· Minimal

· None
	Mini-Justification

	Articulation 

 (oral & written)
	Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, historical, and cultural/global information, including details, concepts, and frameworks. 
	Strong
	 1. Memorization of dates

2. Development of doctrine

3. Biographical studies

	Scripture


	Significant knowledge of the original meaning of Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research further into the original meaning of Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of original languages and hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, and cultural/global perspectives.)
	Minimal
	 1.  Discuss church’s interpretation of               Bible throughout course

2.  Differences among Reformers

3. Sola Scriptura in Reformation

	Reformed Theology


	Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.  
	Strong
	 1. Calvin and Geneva

2.  Reformed tradition in France,         Netherlands, England

3. Presbyterians in colonial America

	Sanctification


	Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the student’s sanctification.
	Strong
	 1. Calvin’s view of Chr. Life

2. Spener and Pietism

3. Zinzendorf and Wesley

4. English Puritan piety



	Desire for Worldview


	Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of God.
	Minimal


	1. Niebuhr’s Christ and Culture 

2. Views of Reformers

	Winsomely Reformed


	Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.)
	Strong
	1. Diff. Branches of Reformation 

2. R.C. Reform

3. Emergence of Evangelicalism

4. Great Awakening ecumenism

	Preach


	Ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm.
	Minimal
	 1. Calvin as a preacher

2.  G. Whitefield’s preaching

	Worship


	Knowledgeable of historic and modern Christian-worship forms; and ability to construct and skill to lead a worship service.
	Moderate
	1. Liturgy in Lutheran, Reformed,            Anabaptist and Anglican Traditions

	Shepherd


	Ability to shepherd the local congregation: aiding in spiritual maturity; promoting use of gifts and callings; and encouraging a concern for non-Christians, both in America and worldwide.
	Moderate
	1. Reformation ecclesiology

2. RC and Moravian missions

3. Preaching in Great Awakening




History of Christianity II

Assignment 1 – February 8 
Reading:

1. Introduction to Hist. of Christianity, Chps. 22, 23, 27
2. A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 140-166
3.  Confessions and Catechisms of the Reformation, Chps. 1, 4, 5
Dates to Remember:

1517

Martin Luther posts 95 Theses
1521

Diet of Worms

1530 Augsburg Confession

1555 Peace of Augsburg

1577

Formula of Concord
Discussion Questions:

According to the Augsburg Confession, what is the relationship between faith and good works? Where do you think Christians struggle with understanding this issue?
History of Christianity II

Assignment 2 – February 15 
Reading:

1. Introduction to Hist. of Christianity, Chp. 25
2. A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 169-171, 189-192
3. Confessions and Catechisms of the Reformation, Chps. 2, 3
Dates to Remember:


    1518
Ulrich Zwingli comes to Zurich

    1525
Anabaptist movement begins

1529
Marburg Colloquy


    1536
Memo Simons baptized as Anabaptist

Discussion Questions:

How does the Schleitheim Confession understand the principle of separation?  How do you respond to these ideas?
History of Christianity II

Assignment 3 – February 22
Reading:

1. A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 172-187

2. Confessions and Catechisms of the Reformation, Chps. 6, 7
Dates to Remember:


     1536
First edition, John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion

     1563
Heidelberg Catechism

     1572
St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

1598 Edict of Nantes 

     1618
Synod of Dordt

Discussion Questions:

What does the Heidelberg Catechism teach about the Lord’s Supper? (Q. 75-82).  What’s your perception of how most Evangelicals understand the Lord’s Supper?
History of Christianity II

Assignment 4 – March 1
Reading:

1. Introduction to History of Christianity, Chp. 24
2. A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 193-200

3. Confessions and Catechisms of the Reformation, Chp. 10
Dates to Remember:


1534

Act of Supremacy, Henry VIII

1549

Thomas Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer

1559

John Knox returns to Scotland


1563

Thirty-Nine Articles
Discussion Questions:

What do the Thirty-Nine Articles say about predestination and election?  Would you add or subtract anything from this statement?

History of Christianity II

Assignment 5 – March 8 
Reading:

1. Introduction to History of Christianity, Chp. 26
2. A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 218-231

3. Confessions and Catechisms of the Reformation, Chps. 8,9
Dates to Remember:


     1540
Ignatius Loyola and Jesuits

     1545
Council of Trent convenes

1549 Francis Xavier’s mission to Japan

Discussion Questions:

Summarize the Council of Trent’s “Doctrine Concerning the Sacrifice of the Mass” (Chps. 1-9). As a Protestant, what are your key objections to this understanding?
History of Christianity II

Assignment 6 – March 23  
Reading:

1. A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 200-212
2. The American Evangelical Story, Preface, Chp. 1
Dates to Remember:


    1609
John Smyth baptizes the first English Baptists

    1611
King James Bible

1643 Westminster Assembly begins

1678 John Bunyan writes Pilgrim’s Progress
1707
Isaac Watts publishes Hymns and Spiritual Songs
Discussion Questions:

How does Bebbington define Evangelicalism?  What are the strengths/weaknesses of this definition?

History of Christianity II

Assignment 7 – March 29
Reading:

1. Introduction to Hist. of Christianity, Chps. 30, 31
2. A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 166-168, 233-240
Dates to Remember:


    1648
Peace of Westphalia

    1675
Jacob Spener writes Pia Desideria

    1732
First Moravian missionaries


    1781
Kant publishes Critique of Pure Reason

    1789
French Revolution begins
Discussion Questions:

How did the Enlightenment challenge Christianity?  Where are some of these challenges still present in contemporary culture?
History of Christianity II

Assignment 8 – April 5 
Reading:

1.  Introduction to History of Christianity, Chp. 28
Dates to Remember:

1620
          Mayflower Compact

1636              Harvard College founded

1649
          Cambridge Platform


1769              Junipero Serra begins Spanish Missions in CA    

Discussion Questions:

Europeans desired to evangelize the New World.  What good came out of this venture?  What were some of the negative consequences that came from the European invasion of the New World?
History of Christianity II

Assignment 9 – April 12 
Reading:

1.  Introduction to History of Christianity, Chp.29
2.  A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 187-188, 213-217
3. The American Evangelical Story, Chps. 2, 3
Dates to Remember:

1738
         John and Charles Wesley’s evangelical conversions
1740
         Great Awakening Peaks
1771
         Francis Asbury comes to America

1776             John Witherspoon’s sermon on the Revolution

1807             Slave Trade Act



Discussion Questions:

How did the churches in Britain and America respond to the first Great Awakening?  If your country were to experience a spiritual awakening today, what might it look like?
History of Christianity II

Assignment 10 – April 19 

Reading:

1.  Introduction to History of Christianity, Chps. 32-36
2.  A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 240-243, 253-260, 268-272, 302-310
3. The American Evangelical Story, Chps. 4,5
Dates to Remember:

1793

William Carey sails for India

1801    
Cane Ridge Camp Meeting

1835

Finney’s Lectures on Revival
1853

Hudson Taylor goes to China
1858

Layman’s Prayer Revival
Reading Question:

Describe the contributions of the Black Church to Christianity in America.  What is your perception of the relationship of the black and white churches in America today?
History of Christianity II

Assignment 11 – April 26 

Reading:

1.  Introduction to History of Christianity, Chps. 37-42
2.  A Concise History of Christian Thought, pp. 260-267, 272-301, 310-334
3. The American Evangelical Story, Chps. 6,7
Dates to Remember:

1906

Azusa Street Revival

1929    
Westminster Seminary established

1949

Billy Graham preaches in Los Angeles
1974

The Lausanne Movement begins

1992

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
Discussion Question:

What do you think are the issues facing “Evangelicalism” in the 21st Century?
History of Christianity II       
Review for Final Exam
A.  Know all dates in all Assignments and review Dowley text & Lecture notes
B.  Review the “blue blocks” – biographical sketches – matching questions on exam 

C. Be prepared to write a one-page essay on the following: 

1. How did Luther understand the place of “tradition”?

2. Why is Erasmus important for any study of the 16th C.?

3. What topics did Luther address in the three treatises of 1520?

4. Describe Zwingli’s ministry in Zurich.

5. What happened at the Marburg Colloquy?

6. Who were the Anabaptists and what did the Schleitheim Confession teach?

7. How did Calvin reform the city of Geneva?

8. What were the concerns of Jacob Arminius and how did the Synod of Dordt respond?

9. What were Thomas Cranmer’s contributions to the English Reformation?
10. How did John Knox reform the Church in Scotland?
11. Discuss the goals of the Elizabethan Puritan movement?

12. What were Jacob Spener’s proposals for reforming the Lutheran Church?

13. How did the Enlightenment challenge traditional Christianity?
14. What was the Puritan vision for the New World?
15. Describe the First Great Awakening in America?

16. What were the key emphases of John Wesley’s ministry?

17. Explain the role of several key persons associated with the Second Great Awakening?

18. What were the contributions of William Carey and Hudson Taylor to Protestant missions?
19. What was the Azusa Street revival, and how has it shaped Global Christianity?
20. Describe the Modernist/Fundamentalist controversy and its outcome.
21. Why is Billy Graham important for 20th C. Evangelicalism?
History of Christianity II
Reading Report
Please state the percentage of the Required Reading that you have completed.

Dowley, Introduction to the History of Christianity    
________%

Lane, Concise History of Christian Thought

________%
Noll, Confessions and Catechisms of the Reformation     ________%

Sweeney, American Evangelical Story             

________%
___________________________________________            ________________________

Name






        Date

RTS Charlotte Classroom Technology Usage
RTS Charlotte recognizes how essential it is for students to have reliable, campus-wide access to the internet. For that reason, we have made Wi-Fi available for our student body, not only in the library and student lounges, but also in the classrooms. We know that students need to use the internet to download class materials, access files on the Cloud, and locate other important information.  However, we also recognize that internet access in the classroom provides opportunity for abuse and misuse. Some students have unfortunately used their internet access to engage in many activities that distract them from the classroom lectures (e.g., surfing the web, checking sports scores, playing games). Not only does such activity hamper a student’s own seminary education, but it distracts other students who can easily view the screens of nearby students. In addition, donors and classroom guests (who often sit in the back) can see this inappropriate internet usage, which reflects poorly on RTS.  Classroom etiquette includes leaving cell phones turned off, refraining from surfing the Internet or playing computer games or other distracting activities.  In addition, students must respect standards set by individual professors regarding the use of technology during their class. 

In order to address this issue, we must appeal to the integrity of the students as ones who are preparing for a lifetime of ministry to Christ and his church. We expect each student to take personal responsibility for proper classroom technology usage and to encourage others around them to do the same.  All RTS-Charlotte students are accountable to the policies stated in the Student Handbook and Academic Catalog and are therefore expected to use technology in the classroom only for appropriate class-related activities.  Student conduct is under the supervision of the Dean of Students.  

Plagiarism
Research papers require borrowing other people’s ideas and words.  However, the source of such borrowing must be acknowledged properly so that your ideas are clearly distinguished from ideas that you borrowed.  If the source is not acknowledged properly, your work is plagiarism.  For an excellent summary on what constitutes plagiarism, see Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertation (rev. by Wayne C. Booth, etc.; 8th ed.; Chicago: University of Chicago Pres, 2013), pp. 78-81 (section 7.9). Consult library staff for help in proper citation of sources. 

Plagiarism includes word-for-word copying, lifting terms, restatement of someone’s argument or line of thought, etc.—all without acknowledgment of source.  Plagiarism also includes giving a source partial credit when more is taken from that source than indicated.

Plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, is very serious.  All plagiarism cases are referred to the Academic Dean for resolution.  Consequences may include some of the following:

· Repeat the assignment and receive a maximum of a D on the assignment.

· Receive an F on the assignment

· Receive an F in the course

· Expulsion from the seminary
Student Instructions for Exams with LockDown Browser
1. Install the LockDown Browser application on the computer you intend to use for exams, prior to sitting for the exam, using this link: https://download.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=998253613
· This link is ONLY for RTS students and covers Mac and Windows applications.

· Be sure that you are able to login to your Canvas account from the LockDown Browser before scheduling a time to take your exam.  
· The LockDown Browser application is already installed on the computers in the RTS Charlotte library.  (Note that if you elect to use the library computers, your proctor must still be present throughout the duration of the exam.)

· If you use internet filtering software (for example, Covenant Eyes) you may need to disable it before beginning an exam with LockDown Browser. Some types of filtering software can block your computer’s connection to Canvas. Also, please be sure to add an exception for our Canvas URL: https://rts.instructure.com
· It is recommended that Chromebooks and Ipads are NOT used as LDB doesn’t work properly on these devices. 
2. Make arrangements with a proctor to supervise the exam within the date timeframe set by the professor.  The proctor may be a family member so long as they are over 18 and not a current RTS student (current = taken a class within the past year but not yet graduated). Proctors may not be a member of the library staff.  Typical proctors are pastors or church staff members.  The document “Proctor Expectations Letter.doc” has been provided on your Canvas homepage in order to facilitate communication with your proctor. For your convenience, there will be several on-campus proctor blocks where a proctor will be available to supervise your exam.  Dates and times will be posted on Canvas and announced in the weekly Semper. 
3. The proctor must observe student taking exam and ensure that there are no devices or resources available other than the computer being used for the exam.
4. Access the exam during the specified date window in the syllabus or for finals, Academic Calendar:

a. Start the LockDown Browser application using a wired or known reliable WIFI connection.  We do not recommend using restaurant or coffee shop WIFI to take exams.

b. Have your student ID number available to input into the exam.

c. If you use internet filtering software, you may need to disable it before beginning an exam with LockDown Browser.

d. Login to your Canvas account using your Self-Service username and password.  If you need to reset your Self-Service password, you may do so at https://selfservice.rts.edu .
e. Navigate to the exam.  You will not be able to access the exam with a standard web browser.  For additional details on using LockDown Browser, review this Student Quick Start Guide (PDF).
f. Time clock will begin once you open the exam.

g. Exam must be completed in one sitting.  You may not exit and return to exam later.

h. The exam will contain questions requiring the proctor contact information, an honor pledge, and certification that your proctor was present during the entire exam period.

5. Proctors may be contacted to verify information regarding exam administration.

In the rare case of a technical issue (for example, if internet service goes out during exam), the proctor should contact the course TA.  While the TA’s may not be immediately available, the date and time of the email will document when the issue was reported.  Please have your TA’s contact information available for your proctor before opening the exam.  Once you open the exam using the LockDown Browser, you will not be able to access other programs on your computers.
