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Course Description 
This course emphasizes methodology and responsibility for personal growth in Christ. This involves the study of Scripture for personal nurture and the exercise of certain disciplines necessary for spiritual growth (RTS Catalog, p.69)
Course Objectives
(1) To help the student understand the Bible’s teaching about holiness
(2) To help the student understand the Reformed doctrine of sanctification
(3) To help the student understand the uses of the law of God in sanctification
Required Texts (see below for page assts.) 
(1) The Holy Bible, preferably in a recent translation. 
(2) The Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms (CCEP or OPC edition preferred)
(3) Bunyan, John. The Pilgrim’s Progress (1678; repr. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2017) Note – any unabridged edition is acceptable, but no modern English versions are permitted.
(4) Douma, J. The Ten Commandments. trans. Nelson D. Kloosterman (P&R)

(5) Ferguson, Sinclair B. Devoted to God (BoT)

Recommended Texts
(1) Ferguson, Sinclair B. The Whole Christ: Legalism, Antinomianism, and Gospel Assurance – Why the Marrow Controversy Still Matters (Crossway)
(2) Packer, J.I. Knowing God (IVP)

(3) Packer, J.I. A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian Life (Crossway)
(4) Ryle, J.C. Holiness 

(5) Ryle, J.C. Practical Religion 
Assignments & Requirements
(1) Reading Quizzes. Weekly quizzes on Ferguson and Douma. Each quiz will cover all the assigned reading for that particular week (see reading schedule below). Please note that the quiz schedule is independent of the lecture schedule. You may not access quizzes previously administered in this course. On each quiz you will be asked to report the extent of your reading for that week. Quizzes will be administered outside of class, and should be arranged with the course TA. The quizzes are worth 40% of your final grade. Student may drop one quiz grade. 
(2)  Memorization of WSC 29-42. You must recite WSC Q&A 29-42 to a fellow student in the course. That student must indicate to the course TA in writing that you have successfully completed the assignment (i.e. that you have recited WSC 29-42, from memory, without error). This assignment is due at the beginning of the final exam. It will be 15% of your final exam grade [i.e. 6% of your course grade].
(3) Final Exam. A final exam will be taken during final exam week and will be cumulative. The final exam must be taken on the date posted by the seminary. Please arrange your schedule accordingly. The final exam is worth 40% of your final grade.
(4) Bunyan Response Paper. Students will prepare a 3-5 page response paper to Pilgrim’s Progress, Part 1. The paper may explore the biblical or theological background to Bunyan; address areas where the student agrees with Bunyan, where the student disagrees with Bunyan, and/or where the student has questions about Bunyan; and address questions relating to sanctification and the Christian life raised by Bunyan. The paper will also raise at least three questions for discussion in class. At the end of the paper, you must indicate what percentage of the reading you completed. This paper is due at the beginning of class, Monday, October 25, and is worth 20% of your final grade. 
Attendance
Class attendance is required for PT 5375. If a student anticipates an unavoidable absence, he should notify the instructor in advance. Each hour of unexcused absence subjects the student to a reduction of his final grade by one-half of a letter grade. Two tardies (arriving after the beginning of the hour) constitute an hour of unexcused absence. Students missing more than two sessions (for any reason) may either submit an additional, compensatory assignment [determined by the instructor] or choose to receive a full letter grade reduction in their final grade. 
Grading Scale
The grading scale for this course is the seminary’s grading scale. You may find it listed at the RTS Catalog. 

Plagiarism

Please review the seminary’s policy on plagiarism. Plagiarized work will subject the student to failure in the course and possible disciplinary action. 

In-Class Computer Use
Computers are not permitted in this course. Cell phones must be set to silent and stowed. If for some extraordinary reason you need to take a call, you may either wait until the break or leave the classroom. 

Approximate Course Schedule

Please note that this schedule is approximate and subject to change at any time. 

The instructor’s announced changes in class will be the final word on the nature and date of assignments. They are the student’s sole responsibility to note and to implement. 

In Class Schedule: 

Aug 23

Sanctification 

Sept 13
Perseverance and Assurance

Sept 27
The Law of God
Oct 25

Bunyan Discussion – Bunyan Paper Due
Quiz Schedule: 

Week of:
Assignment Due:
30 Aug

Ferguson Chaps. 1-2
06 Sept
Ferguson Chaps. 3-5
13 Sept
Ferguson Chaps. 6-8
20 Sept
Ferguson Chaps. 9-10, Appendices 1,2,4
27 Sept
Douma pp. 1-34
04 Oct

Reading Week

11 Oct

Douma pp. 35-72
18 Oct

Douma pp. 73-108
25 Oct

Douma pp. 109-160
01 Nov
Douma pp. 161-206
08 Nov
Douma pp. 207-242
15 Nov 
Douma pp. 243-312
22 Nov
Thanksgiving Week

29 Nov
Douma pp. 313-354
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	MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 

*As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.  
	Rubric

· Strong

· Moderate

· Minimal
· None
	Mini-Justification

	Articulation 

 (oral & written)
	Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, historical, and cultural/global information, including details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm.
	Strong
	All work must demonstrate good style, grammar, and syntax. 


	Scripture


	Significant knowledge of the original meaning of Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research further into the original meaning of Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of original languages and hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, and cultural/global perspectives.)
	Strong
	The doctrine of sanctification will be approached through a careful study of the biblical text. 

	Reformed Theology


	Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.  
	Strong
	Students will study the doctrine of sanctification as it is propounded in the Westminster Standards.

	Sanctification


	Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the student’s sanctification.
	Strong
	Students will study the connection between personal holiness and their vocation in ministry.

	Worldview 

	Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of God. Includes ability to interact within a denominational context, within the broader worldwide church, and with significant public issues.
	Strong
	Students will address contemporary issues about sanctification in a manner informed by Scripture.

	Winsomely Reformed


	Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.)
	Strong
	Students will approach debates about sanctification with both a clear articulation of biblical truth as understood in the Westminster Standards and with gracious speech.

	Pastoral Ministry
	Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and lives of both churched and unchurched, to include preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading and shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual maturity, concern for non-Christians.
	Strong
	Students must use language that is accessible to ordinary congregations.


PAGE  
3

