
PT 6251/01 – Introduction to Chaplain Ministry 

2 Credit Hours 

Patrick G. Stefan, PhD 
 

Location: RTS/DC Campus – Virtual/Synchronous Course 

Time: June 10 – 12; 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM 

Introduction: 

Ministry in God’s Kingdom can come in many different forms. One of those forms is Chaplain ministry 

throughout our society in pluralistic and diverse settings, such as the military, hospitals, police and fire 

departments, and prisons. This course will introduce students to ministry in these settings. It will give 

attention to the student’s personal preparation for pastoral ministry as a chaplain, how to minister in 

pluralistic settings while remaining strong in your faith, theories of chaplain care, and pastoral 

counseling techniques in a non-Christian setting. 

 

Leaning Objectives: 

• Be able to articulate how to minister effectively in a pluralistic setting while maintaining true to 

reformed theological convictions.  

• Become conversant in different theories of pastoral and chaplain care, and be able to translate 

reformed theological concepts into a secular and pluralistic setting.  

• Understand the various chaplain opportunities and the differences between them. 

• Understand the concepts behind family systems theory and how it can inform and benefit 

gospel-centered ministry. 

 

Approach: 

• This class will function as a lecture with some hybrid elements of seminar format. Each day will 

end with one hour of discussion on the pre-course reading. For this reason, it is absolutely vital 

that you complete ALL of the ‘pre-course’ readings prior to the start of class. The success of the 

class depends upon this! . . . and so does your grade ☺ 

• Our focus will be threefold: 

o First, we will build a solid theology of ministry in a pluralistic setting while maintaining 

distinctives of our faith and theology. 

o Second, we will focus on understanding the unique nuances of Chaplain ministry. 

o Third, we will spend time developing ourselves for the ministry, which will couple with 

the development of counseling techniques for pastoral or chaplain ministry. 

 

Grade Breakdown:  

• Final Paper (8-10 Pages): 40% 

• Chaplain Interview: 25% 

• Reading Responses “Top Five”: 25% 

• In Class Participation: 10% 

Required Reading: 

Purchase These Books: 



• Uncommon Ground: Living Faithfully in a World of Difference, Tim Keller, et. al., Thomas Nelson, 

2020 

• The Work of the Chaplain (Work of the Church), Naomi K. Paget, Judson Pr. 2006 

• A Ministry of Presence: Chaplaincy, Spiritual Care, and the Law, Winnifred Sullivan, Univ. of 

Chicago Press, 2019 

• The Genogram Journey: Reconnecting with your Family, Monica McGoldrick, W.W. Norton and 

Company, 2011 

• Pastoral Care and Counseling—an Introduction, Philip Helsel, Paulist Press, 2019 

 

Course Outline: --  

Thursday, June 10 

 8:00 – 9:40 – Introductory Matters / Intro to the Chaplaincy 

 9:40 - 9:55 –  Break 

 10:00 – 11:00 – Civilians working with Chaplains – Rev. Tim McCracken 

 12:00 – 1:00 - Lunch 

 1:00 – 2:40 – Chaplaincy and Biblical Theology 

 2:40 – 3:00 - Break 

 3:00 – 4:00 – Introduction to Sports Chaplaincy – CH Billy Cerveny 

 4:00 – 4:40 – Gospel work in Secular environments 

 4:40 – 5:00 – Break  

5:00 – 6:00 – Seminar discussion on Uncommon Ground 

Friday, June 11 

 8:00 – 10:00 – Facets of the Chaplaincy (Asynchronous Recorded Lectures) 

 10:00 – 10:20 - Break 

 10:20 – 12:00 – History of the Chaplaincy (Asynchronous Recorded Lectures) 

 12:00 – 1:00 - Lunch 

 1:00 – 2:00 – Chaplaincy and Law 

 2:00 – 2:40 – Introduction to Military Chaplaincy 

 2:40 – 3:00 - Break 

 3:00 – 4:00 – Introduction to Hospital Chaplaincy – Dr. Mike Stewart 

 4:00 – 5:00 – Introduction to Civilian Chaplaincy – Dr. Mike Stewart 

 5:45 – 6:00 – Seminar discussion on Ministry of Presence 

Saturday, June 12 

 8:00 – 8:45 – Seminar discussion on Pastoral Care and Counseling 

 8:45 – 9:00 - Break 

 9:00 – 11:00 – Introduction to PRCC Chaplain Endorsement – Dr. Jim Carter 

 11:00 – 11:15 - Break 

 11:15 – 12:00 – Genograms and Counseling Insights 

 12:00 – 1:00 – Lunch 

 1:00 – 2:00 – Introduction to Prison Chaplaincy – Rev. Mitch Haubert 

 2:15 – 4:20 – Practicum: Gospel Counseling in a Secular Setting 

 4:20 – 4:30 – Break 



 4:30 – 6:00 – Seminar discussion on Pastoral Care and Counseling 

 

Assignment Requirements: 

 

Final Paper: The final paper will be a 8-10 page paper (double spaced, 12 point font) dealing with a 

chosen aspect of chaplain care. You can deal with theology and the chaplaincy, legal theory and the 

chaplaincy, facets of the chaplaincy, a particular component of chaplain care such as counseling. The 

opportunities are broad, but your thesis must be approved by me within one week of the in-class course 

end date.  

 

Final Paper Guide 

• A final paper grading rubric will be provided on Canvas. 

• Paper must be 8-10 pages excluding title page, bibliography, etc. The 8-10 pages must be 

original research. 

• The paper must be submitted through Canvas by midnight of the due date.  

• The document may be submitted as a Word Document or a PDF. 

• Paper should include an introduction with a clearly-stated thesis statement. 

• Paper should be clearly argued and articulated. 

• Paper should have at least 5 references of the following kind: 

o Academic monographs 

o Articles in scholarly journals 

o Academic commentaries 

o Reformed literature 

o Literature from any century is fine (i.e. early Christian, reformation, medieval, 

enlightenment, or modern literature); however, at least 3 sources must be newer than 

1950. 

• Paper should employ footnotes that are single spaced and 10 point font. 

• Each page (after title page) should be numbered according to SBL style guide. 

• Paper should be double-spaced. 

• Paper must employ 12 point font, 1 inch margins on each side, and ½ inch indentation. DO NOT 

include a space after each paragraph; be aware that MS Word does this automatically.  

• All documentation must be done according to the standards in the SBL Handbook of Style, both 

the footnotes and the bibliography. 

• Proofread your paper. Ensure all typographical, spelling, and grammatical errors have been 

corrected. 

 

Chaplain Interview: Interview a Chaplain in the field of chaplaincy that you are interested in (e.g. 

military, hospital, prison, etc.). Interview guide will be distributed by the end of the in-class segment. If 

you need assistance in finding a Chaplain to interview I can assist. 

 



Reading Responses, “Top Five” Assignment: This assignment asks you to determine five important 

things to know about a given topic after you have completed the assigned reading on that topic. There 

are three topics that you must assess:  

• Theology: This topic will address your theological convictions and ministry in a pluralistic setting. 

• Diversity/Law: This topic will address the various facets of the chaplaincy and the legal 

underpinnings of the ministry. 

• Practice: This topic will address the practice of ministry in a pluralistic setting. 

 

Each topic will be given a “top five” assessment from the required readings. The format should be as 

follows: 

 

5. Start with #5 and work your way to #1  

 

Each piece of information should be clearly presented in a brief sentence with a number corresponding 

to it. 

 

4. You numbered sentences should be bolded. 

 

Under your bolded numbered sentence should be a brief explanation of the piece of information you 

provided and a brief explanation about why that piece of information is important. This explanation 

should not be bolded. 

 

3. I strongly advise that you not just pick the first five pieces of information that you find in a 

reading. 

 

A strong list will find information from various points in the reading. 

 

2. You should write your pieces of information and summaries in your own words. 

 

This assignment is not asking you to find quotations from the reading. Nor do I expect you to cite the 

readings. Rather, part of the assignment is synthesizing the information and thus explaining it in your 

own words. 

 

1. As always, you should read your writing aloud before submitting it. And remember: any 

opportunity to make your grader laugh will only improve your score. 

 

Successful writing is largely about successful editing. A read through of your writing does wonders for 

eliminating spelling and grammatical errors.  

 

In Class Participation: I expect that all students will have read the required pre-course material before 

the week begins. Unfortunately, due to the structure of the course we cannot discuss each individual 

reading the week after it is assigned; however, I still need you to be conversant with the material so that 



our discussions can be fruitful. Therefore, I recommend you keep a reading log to jot down notes, 

thoughts, or important quotes that you may want to bring up in class. This will also provide you with a 

reference to look back on as well as a means of interacting with the text in a more thorough manner. 

 

In Class Participation Guide 

• For in class participation I expect you to be engaged in the lectures and discussions. 

• During the seminar discussion, I expect everyone to contribute to the conversation. You must 

make at least one productive comment. 

• I expect all students to have read the pre-course material and interact with that material during 

the seminar discussion. 

 

 

Late Policy 

• The deadlines are listed in the Grade Breakdown above 

• I expect all assignments to be turned in no later than 11:59 PM EST on the day the assignment is 

due. 

• Assignments turned in after the deadline, for any reason, will be marked down 2% per day at a 

maximum of 20%. If you turn your assignment in more than 10 days late, you risk failing the 

assignment. Please give yourself a large enough window so that you submit the assignment on 

time. I suggest setting your deadline one week earlier.  

o Emergency requests will be considered on a case by case basis. 

 

 

Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
Course:  Introduction to the Chaplaincy 
Professor: Patrick Stefan 
Campus: Washington DC 
Date:  June 10-12, 2021 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined 
the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  
Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 
 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus. 

Rubric 
➢ Strong 
➢ Moderate 
➢ Minimal 
➢ None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 

oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 

historical, and cultural/global information, including 

details, concepts, and frameworks.  

Strong -Students will be required to 
articulate a reformed theology and 
its relationship to pluralistic setting 
of ministry. 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 
Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 
apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 
(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 
hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 
and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Moderate  -Focus will be given to a biblical 
theology of common grace and 
evangelism that underlays Chaplain 
ministry.   



Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 
Standards.   

Moderate -We will give attention to Reformed 
Theology and how it relates to 
ministry in a public setting. 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. 

Strong -An entire day will be focused on 
sanctification of the self and 
methods of counseling that lead to 
Christ. 

Desire for 
Worldview 
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. 

Minimal -Day one will focus on fitting public 
ministry in a scriptural lens  

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Strong -The focus of the course will be on 
translating the Reformed faith to 
ministry in a setting with non-
Christians 

Preach 
 
 

Ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture 
to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

None  

Worship 
 
 

Knowledgeable of historic and modern Christian-
worship forms; and ability to construct and skill to 
lead a worship service. 

None  

Shepherd 
 
 

Ability to shepherd the local congregation: aiding in 
spiritual maturity; promoting use of gifts and callings; 
and encouraging a concern for non-Christians, both 
in America and worldwide. 

Strong -Part two of the third day will focus 
on how to counsel pastorally from a 
God-centered and Scripture 
focused way. 

Church/World 
 
 

Ability to interact within a denominational context, 
within the broader worldwide church, and with 
significant public issues. 

Strong -This entire course is about 
interacting with the world as a 
minister of the Gospel, and how to 
care for the world as Christ does. 

 
 

 

 

 


