
DM8350 – Culture and Contextualization: 
Theological Foundations and Ministry Applications* 

Reformed Theological Seminary, Charlotte 

Summer 2021 

I. Details 

A. Dates: July 26–30 

B. Times: Mon 1:00pm–6:00pm; Thu–Thu 9:00am–5:00pm; Fri 9:00am–1:00pm 

C. Instructor: Dr. James N. Anderson 

D. Contact: janderson@rts.edu 

II. Course Description 

In this DMin course we will explore a biblical theology of culture and contextualization with 

specific application to pastoral ministry. We will seek to (1) develop an integrated theology 

of culture from a Reformed biblical perspective, (2) understand and critically evaluate 

different models for cultural engagement, (3) develop a biblical perspective on the 

principles, pitfalls, and practices of contextualization, and (4) reflect on the concrete 

application of the preceding points to local church ministry. The course will have a seminar-

like format with class presentations and plenty of opportunity for open discussion. 

III. Course Overview 

A. Introduction & Definitions 

B. A Biblical Theology of Culture 

C. Twenty Theses on Culture 

D. Models of Cultural Engagement 

E. Contextualization in Christian Ministry 

IV. Course Requirements 

A. Class attendance and thoughtful participation. 

1. As per seminary policy, you are required to attend all the lectures. If you know that 

you will be unable to attend class on a particular date, please inform me in advance, 

otherwise you may be penalized for your absence. 

2. There will be opportunity for class participation and questions during the lectures. 

3. You will be expected to use the internet in the classroom only for appropriate 

class-related activities. Please consult the Appendix regarding the RTS Charlotte 

policy on classroom technology usage. 

4. A proportion of your final grade (see below) will depend on your attendance record 

and your participation in the classes (thoughtful interaction with the professor and 

other students). 

  

 
* This is a provisional syllabus and subject to minor revisions at any time before the start of class. 

mailto:janderson@rts.edu


B. Reading assignments. 

1. A proportion of your final grade will depend on how much of the required reading 

you have completed. 

2. A reading report indicating the percentage completed of each required reading item 

is due on October 30. The report should be submitted via the course website (look 

for the link on the Modules page) on or prior to this date. Late submissions will be 

penalized. 

C. Class presentation. 

1. You are required to prepare and deliver (in class) a presentation on a biblical text 

(of your choosing) from the perspective of cultural analysis and contextualization. 

2. Your presentation should be 10-15 minutes in length and should address each of 

the following questions: 

i. How does knowledge of the cultural context of the (human) author and the 

original readers/hearers help us to properly interpret and apply the text? 

ii. How might we expound and apply the text in our own cultural context? 

iii. In what ways might our own cultural context incline us to misinterpret or 

misapply the text? 

iv. What aspects of our own culture could we appropriate in order to “build a 

bridge” from the ancient world of the original readers/hearers to the modern 

world of our fellow church members (i.e., to recontextualize the message of the 

text)? 

3. You should submit your choice of biblical text for my approval (via email or 

Canvas inbox) no later than July 16 (and preferably earlier!). 

4. Your presentation will be followed by a time of discussion and feedback. 

D. Cultural analysis paper. 

1. You should write a short paper (1500–2500 words) offering a Christian analysis of 

some contemporary cultural artifact or movement of your choosing (a movie, TV 

show, internet fad, popular pastime, political movement, etc.). 

2. Your paper should apply some of the “Twenty Theses on Culture” discussed in the 

lectures and also discuss the relevance of the cultural artifact for Christian ministry. 

3. The cultural analysis paper is due on October 30. It should be uploaded to the 

course website (look for the link on the Modules page) on or prior to that date. Late 

submissions will be penalized. 

E. Research paper. 

1. You are required to write a critical research paper (5000–7000 words, excluding 

footnotes) on any topic addressed in the lectures or readings. If you are in any 

doubt about whether your topic is a suitable one, please check with me first. 

2. Whatever topic you choose, make sure that your paper has a clear, focused thesis. 

3. Your paper will be graded according to the following criteria, in no particular 

order: responsible use of Scripture, responsible use of sources, extent of research, 

creativity, clarity, structure and coherence, cogency of argument, practical 

relevance, evidence of critical thinking, and good writing style (inc. grammar, 

spelling, and punctuation). 

4. The paper should cite at least 8 scholarly sources. 



i. For the purposes of this paper, a scholarly source is a book or article by a 

recognized expert in the field (and not aimed at a popular level for a general 

audience)—ideally one that has been peer-reviewed. 

ii. Wikipedia is clearly not a scholarly source. 

iii. That said, with sufficient discernment, Wikipedia can be a useful pointer to 

scholarly sources and is generally reliable for fact-checking on uncontroversial 

issues. 

iv. Please consult me if you have any doubts about whether a source is scholarly. 

v. You should not rely heavily on internet sources. Use the library! 

5. The paper should be word-processed, not hand-written. 

i. Use a 12-point font and double line-spacing for the main text. 

ii. Use section headings where applicable to improve readability. 

iii. Use footnotes (10-point font) rather than endnotes. 

iv. Use a recognized scholarly style for citations (e.g., Chicago, Turabian, SBL). 

6. The paper should be submitted with a title page containing all of the following: the 

name and year of the course; your name; the professor’s name; the title of the 

paper; and the exact word count for the main text of the paper (obtained from your 

word processor’s word-count feature). 

7. You will be penalized if you do not observe the requirements and guidelines above. 

8. For good examples of scholarly papers using scholarly sources, take a look at the 

online papers from the Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society (here) and 

the Westminster Theological Journal (here). 

9. The research paper is due on October 30. It should be uploaded to the course 

website (look for the link on the Modules page) on or prior to this date. Late 

submissions will be penalized. 

V. Course Documents 

A. Instructions for accessing course documents. 

1. Log in to the RTS Canvas website (https://rts.instructure.com). 

2. Select “Culture and Contextualization” from the Courses menu. 

3. All of the course documents will be accessible from the Modules page. 

B. Course outline. 

1. Other than the syllabus, the course outline is the most important document. You 

will need a copy (either electronic or printed) in front of you throughout the class. 

2. You are strongly encouraged to supplement the outline with your own notes. 

3. The outline will be uploaded to the course website the week before class. 

VI. Grading 

A. Class participation — 10% 

B. Reading assignments — 15% 

C. Class presentation — 15% 

D. Cultural analysis paper — 20% 

E. Research paper — 40% 

https://www.etsjets.org/JETS
https://www.wts.edu/resources/wtj.html
https://rts.instructure.com/


VII. Required Reading 

You should obtain copies of all the items below. You should also bring an English translation of 

the Bible to class (any respectable modern translation is acceptable). You should make every 

effort to read the books by Keller and Niebuhr before the week of class, because we will be 

discussing them in class. The other books may be completed at any time before October 30. 

 

Items A, B, F, H, and J will be provided on the course website. 

 

A. Craig L. Blomberg, “We Contextualize More Than We Realize,” in Local Theology for 

the Global Church, ed. Matthew Cook et al (William Carey Library, 2010). [18 pages] 

B. D. A. Carson, “Athens Revisited,” in Telling the Truth: Evangelizing Postmoderns, ed. 

D. A. Carson (Zondervan, 2000). [15 pages] 

C. D. A. Carson, Christ and Culture Revisited (Eerdmans, 2012). [255 pages] 

D. William Edgar, Created and Creating (IVP Academic, 2017). [262 pages] 

E. Dean Flemming, Contextualization in the New Testament: Patterns for Theology and 

Mission (IVP Academic, 2005). [344 pages] 

F. John M. Frame, “Part Five: Christ and Culture,” in The Doctrine of the Christian Life 

(P&R, 2008). [58 pages] 

G. Timothy Keller, Loving the City (Zondervan, 2016). [336 pages] 

H. Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization, The Willowbank Report: Consultation 

on Gospel and Culture, Lausanne Occasional Papers, No. 2 (1978). [40 pages] 

I. H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture: 50th Anniversary Edition (HarperCollins, 

2006). [320 pages] 

J. Daniel Strange, “Not Ashamed! The Sufficiency of Scripture for Public Theology,” 

Themelios 36.2 (2011). [23 pages] 

K. Daniel Strange, Plugged In (The Good Book Company, 2019). [160 pages] 

 

  



Appendix: RTS Charlotte Classroom Technology Usage 

Academic Dean’s Office 

 

RTS Charlotte recognizes how essential it is for students to have reliable, campus-wide access to 

the internet. For that reason, we have made Wi-Fi available for our student body, not only in the 

library and student lounges, but also in the classrooms. We know that students need to use the 

internet to download class materials, access files on the Cloud, and locate other important 

information. 

 

However, we also recognize that internet access in the classroom provides opportunity for abuse 

and misuse. Some students have unfortunately used their internet access to engage in many 

activities that distract them from the classroom lectures (e.g., surfing the web, checking sports 

scores, playing games). Not only does such activity hamper a student’s own seminary education, 

but it distracts other students who can easily view the screens of nearby students. In addition, 

donors and classroom guests (who often sit in the back) can see this inappropriate internet usage, 

which reflects poorly on RTS. 

 

In order to address this issue, we must appeal to the integrity of the students as ones who are 

preparing for a lifetime of ministry to Christ and his church. We expect each student to take 

personal responsibility for proper classroom technology usage and to encourage others around 

them to do the same.  All RTS Charlotte students are accountable to the policies stated in the 

Student Handbook and Academic Catalog are therefore expected to use technology in the 

classroom only for appropriate class-related activities. 

 

From the Student Handbook: “Classroom etiquette also includes leaving cell phones turned off, 

refraining from surfing the Internet and laptop computer games and communicating to your 

neighbor during lectures. Student conduct is under the supervision of the Dean of Students.” 

 



 
 

DMin SLOs Chart 

Course:  Culture and Contextualization 

Professor: Dr. James N. Anderson 

Campus: Charlotte 

Date:  12/16/20 

 

DMin Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the DMin curriculum, RTS has defined the 

following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  Each 

course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the DMin outcomes.  
 

NOTE: DMin Emphases are: 

1. Reformed Expository Preaching (REP), and  

2. Reformed Theology and Ministry (RTM) 

Rubric 
 

 Strong 

 Moderate 

 Minimal 

 None 

Mini-Justification 

 

Biblical/ 

Theological 

Foundations:   

 

Significant knowledge of biblical and 

theological foundations for pastoral 

ministry. (This includes interaction with 

Biblical texts, as well as awareness of 

Reformed Theology.) 

Strong 

A large portion of the class is 

devoting to reflecting on biblical 

texts and developing a biblical 

theology of culture from a 

distinctively Reformed perspective. 

 

Historical/ 

Contemporary 

Practices:   

 

Significant knowledge of historical and 

contemporary practices of pastoral 

ministry.  

Moderate 

Lectures and readings include 

discussion of examples of cultural 

engagement and contextualization, 

both historical and contemporary. 

 

Integration:   

 

Ability to reflect upon and integrate 

theology and practice, as well as 

implementation in a contemporary pastoral 

setting. 

Strong 

Class discussions and assignments 

emphasize application of course 

material to pastoral ministry. 

 

Sanctification:   

 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God 

that aids in the student’s sanctification. 
Minimal 

Encourages critical reflection on 

cultural biases that hinder us from 

rightly understanding and applying 

the Word of God to our own lives. 

 

Hermeneutical/ 

Homiletical 

Analysis 

 

Demonstrates ability to interpret a text and 

apply homiletical principles to the text. 
Strong 

Class presentation focuses on 

responsible cultural analysis and 

contemporary contextualization of 

a biblical text. 

 


