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03HT6300/01 Puritan Theology 
Spring 2021 

RTS Charlotte 
 
I. Course Information 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas  
Email:  dthomas@rts.edu 
 
TA:   Beck Otersen 
Email:   botersen@firstprescolumbia.org 
 
Course Dates:  

o February 2 - May 10 
 

Meeting Schedule:  
o Thursday 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

 
Important Dates: 

o December 1  Online registration opens 
o February 1   Last day to register without fees 
o February 2   Classes begin 
o February 16   Last day to add a class 
o March 9   Last day to drop a class 
o March 15-19   Spring Break 
o May 11   Last day of classes 
o May 12   Reading Day 
o May 13   Term paper deadline 
o May 13-18  Examination period 
o May 21   Graduation 

 
II. Course Description  
 
This course is designed to be an introduction to Puritan theology in its historical context. 
It includes an analysis of the theological contributions, cultural impact, and literary 
output of leading Puritan theologians. 
 
In this course, we will evaluate of the rise and significance of the Puritans in the 17th 
century, primarily within the English context. A brief historical setting will lead to an 
examination of some of the central and significant issues in theology that characterised 
their ministry and writings. The course will give special emphasis on the nature of 
experiential religion, a singular characteristic of puritan writings.  
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III. Course Objectives 
 
1. To introduce students to the wealth of puritan literature.  
2. To cultivate an interest in further study in the puritans.  
3. To highlight some major contributions in the areas of experiential theology that 

remain deeply significant for the church today.  
4. To engage in an in-depth study of some of the key areas of puritan theology, 

particularly where they impact current theological trends within Reformed theology. 
 
IV. Theological Standpoint 
  
The course will be taught from the standpoint of a personal commitment to the 
Westminster Confession of Faith. Additionally, all good theology should be doxological. 
Obedience in worship will be the chief objective of this course.   
 
Note should be taken of the following quotations:  

o “Theology seems often to the outsider just so much word-spinning air-borne 
discourse which never touches down except disastrously.” [Ian Ramsey, Models 
for Divine Activity (London: SCM Press, 1973), 1.] 

o “There are theologians in the bottom of hell who are more interested in their own 
thoughts about God than in God himself.”  [C. S. Lewis]  

o “Theology is the science of living blessedly forever” [William Perkins, The 
Golden Chaine (1590), 1] 

 
V. Course Requirements 
 
Textbooks (Required) 

1. Beeke, Joel R. Puritan Reformed Theology: Historical, Experiential, and 
Practical Studies for the Whole of Life. Grand Rapids, MI: Reformation Heritage 
Books, 2020. [ISBN: 978-1601788115] 

2. Bunyan, John. The Pilgrim’s Progress. New York, NY: Penguin Group, 2011. 
[There are many editions.]  

3. Coffey, John, and Paul Chang-Ha Lim, eds. The Cambridge Companion to 
Puritanism. Cambridge companions to religion. New York, NY: Cambridge 
University Press, 2008. [ISBN: 978-0521678001] 

4. Fisher, Edward. The Marrow of Modern Divinity. Ross-shire, Scotland: Christian 
Focus Publications, 2015. [ISBN: 978-1845504793] 

5. Owen, John. Overcoming Sin and Temptation. Edited by Kelly M Kapic and 
Justin Taylor. Reprint 2015. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006. [ISBN: 978-
1433550089] 

6. Packer, J. I. A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian Life. 
Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010. [ISBN: 978-1433515811] 
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Class Attendance    
Class attendance will be imperative for successful completion of this course.   
 
Assignments 
Book Reports 
Write a 3-page book report on each of the required texts for this course. See appendix.  
 
Term Paper 
Write a 15 to 20-page research paper evaluating one particular feature of Puritan 
theology. The paper should include a knowledge of several puritan sources as well as 
reference to secondary material. See appendices for guidelines and recommended 
resources for research.  
 
Note: Files without clear identification of their author (i.e. YOU) on every page (by way 
of a header/footer will result in audible gasps in Columbia, SC and may be subject to 
penalty!  
 
VI. Course Grade 
 
Book Reports 30% total (5% each)  
Term Paper 70% 
Total  100% 
 
VII. Extension Policy 
 
All assignments are to be completed by the deadlines announced in this syllabus or in 
class. Extensions for assignments and exams due within the normal duration of the course 
must be approved beforehand by the Professor. A grade penalty may be assessed.   
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Appendix: Term Paper Guidelines 
 
Assignment: 

o Write a 15 to 20-page research paper evaluating one particular feature of Puritan 
theology. The paper should include a knowledge of several puritan sources as 
well as reference to secondary material. See appendix.  

 
Length: 

o 15-20 pages 
 
Topic: 

o Any feature of Puritan theology related to this course.  
 

Formatting: 
o Keep it consistent throughout 
o Use footnotes rather than endnotes 
o 12 pnt. font 
o Double spaced 
o Recommended: Chicago Style or SBL Style 

o https://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf  
o Must include a bibliography page. Automatic letter grade deduction if biblio is 

missing 
 
Important to Note: 

o Please make sure that your thesis/purpose statement is on the first page of your 
paper. If the reader can’t tell what your paper is about after the first page, then 
you should edit. 

o Please proofread to ensure that you are writing in coherent sentences. 
o Must have at least eight (8) sources. Must interact with at least two (2) peer 

reviewed journal articles. Quality of sources will greatly impact the quality of the 
paper. 

 
Helpful Resources: 

o https://rts.edu/campuses/charlotte/students/research-and-writing-seminary-papers/ 
o https://rts.edu/campuses/charlotte/students/pen-and-parchment/ 
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Appendix: Book Report Guidelines 
 

Assignment: 
o Write a 3-page book report on each of the required texts for this course. 

 
Length: 

o 3 double-spaced pages. 
 

Topic: 
o The assigned readings.   

 
Formatting: 

o Keep it consistent throughout 
o Use footnotes rather than endnotes if citing 
o 12 pnt. font 
o Double spaced 

 
Important to Note: 

o Please proofread to ensure that you are writing in coherent sentences. 
o Please ensure that your name is on the assignment before turning it in. 
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RTS Charlotte 
Student Instructions for Final Exams 

1. Install the LockDown Browser application on the computer you intend to use for exams, prior to 
sitting for the exam, using this link:  
http://www.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=998253613   

 This link is ONLY for RTS students and covers both Mac and Windows applications. 

 Be sure that you are able to login to your Canvas account from the LockDown Browser 
before scheduling a time to take your exam. 

 The LockDown Browser application is already installed on the computers in the RTS 
Charlotte library.  (Note that if you elect to use the library computers, your proctor must still 
be present throughout the duration of the exam.) 

2. Make arrangements with a proctor to supervise the exam within the date timeframe set by the 
professor.  The proctor cannot be a family member, current RTS student (current = taken a class 
within the past year but not yet graduated), or member of the library staff.   

3. The proctor must observe student taking exam and ensure that there are no devices or resources 
available other than the computer being used for the exam. 

4. Access the exam during the date window specified for that midterm: 

a. Start the LockDown Browser application using a wired or known reliable WIFI connection.  
We do not recommend using restaurant or coffee shop WIFI to take exams. 

b. Login to your Canvas account using your Self-Service username and password.  If you need to 
reset your Self-Service password, you may do so at https://selfservice.rts.edu . 

c. Navigate to the exam.  You will not be able to access the exam with a standard web browser.  
For additional details on using LockDown Browser, review this Student Quick Start Guide 
(PDF). 

d. Time clock will begin once you open the exam. 

e. Exam must be completed in one sitting.  You may not exit and return to exam later. 

f. The exam will contain questions requiring the proctor contact information, an honor pledge, 
and certification that your proctor was present during the entire exam period. 

5. Proctors may be contacted to verify information regarding exam administration. 

6. In the rare case of a technical issue (for example, if internet service goes out during exam), the 
proctor should contact the course TA.  While the TA’s may not be immediately available, the date and 
time of the email will document when the issue was reported.  Please have your TA’s contact 
information available for your proctor before opening the exam.  Once you open the exam using the 
LockDown Browser, you will not be able to access other programs on your computers. 
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RTS Charlotte Classroom Technology Usage 
 

RTS Charlotte recognizes how essential it is for students to have reliable, campus-wide 
access to the internet. For that reason, we have made Wi-Fi available for our student 
body, not only in the library and student lounges, but also in the classrooms. We know 
that students need to use the internet to download class materials, access files on the 
Cloud, and locate other important information.  However, we also recognize that 
internet access in the classroom provides opportunity for abuse and misuse. Some 
students have unfortunately used their internet access to engage in many activities that 
distract them from the classroom lectures (e.g., surfing the web, checking sports scores, 
playing games). Not only does such activity hamper a student’s own seminary 
education, but it distracts other students who can easily view the screens of nearby 
students. In addition, donors and classroom guests (who often sit in the back) can see 
this inappropriate internet usage, which reflects poorly on RTS.  Classroom etiquette 
includes leaving cell phones turned off, refraining from surfing the Internet or playing 
computer games or other distracting activities.  In addition, students must respect 
standards set by individual professors regarding the use of technology during their class.  
 
In order to address this issue, we must appeal to the integrity of the students as ones 
who are preparing for a lifetime of ministry to Christ and his church. We expect each 
student to take personal responsibility for proper classroom technology usage and to 
encourage others around them to do the same.  All RTS-Charlotte students are 
accountable to the policies stated in the Student Handbook and Academic Catalog and 
are therefore expected to use technology in the classroom only for appropriate class-
related activities.  Student conduct is under the supervision of the Dean of Students.   
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

 
Course:  Puritan Theology 
Professor:  Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas   
Campus: Charlotte  
Date:   Spring 2021  
  
MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv 
curriculum, RTS has defined the following as the 
intended outcomes of the student learning process.  
Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. 
This rubric shows the contribution of this course to 
the MDiv outcomes. 
 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv 
rubric will be used in this syllabus. 

Rubric 
 Strong 
 Moderate 
 Minimal 
 None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates 
knowledge, both oral and written, of 
essential biblical, theological, historical, 
and cultural/global information, including 
details, concepts, and frameworks.  

Strong Student must grasp the contours 
of Reformed/Puritan Theology 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original 
meaning of Scripture.  Also, the concepts 
for and skill to research further into the 
original meaning of Scripture and to apply 
Scripture to a variety of modern 
circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of 
original languages and hermeneutics; and 
integrates theological, historical, and 
cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong  In-depth analysis of Theological 
issues, particularly as they relate 
to key texts of Scripture. 

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed 
theology and practice, with emphasis on the 
Westminster Standards.   

Strong  Occasional references to 
Greek and Hebrew. 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that 
aids the student’s sanctification. 

Strong Reformed Theology and its 
Relationship to Sanctification is 
stressed throughout. 

Desire for 
Worldview 
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the 
Word of God. 

Moderate 
 

How does Reformed 
Theology provide a 
shaping contour for the 
whole of life is stressed. 

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. 
(Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit 
with other Christians, especially 
Evangelicals; a concern to present the 
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-
Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in 
disagreements.) 

Strong  Students are taught how 
Reformed symbols are to 
be handled in debate 
with those who disagree 
with various aspects 
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Preach 
 
 

Ability to preach and teach the meaning of 
Scripture to both heart and mind with 
clarity and enthusiasm. 

Moderate Emphasis is given on Puritan 
preaching methodology. 

Worship 
 
 

Knowledgeable of historic and modern 
Christian-worship forms; and ability to 
construct and skill to lead a worship service. 

Strong Specific focus on puritan 
approaches to public, familial  and 
private worship.  

Shepherd 
 
 

Ability to shepherd the local congregation: 
aiding in spiritual maturity; promoting use 
of gifts and callings; and encouraging a 
concern for non-Christians, both in America 
and worldwide. 

Moderate Counseling and the Reformed 
Confessions will be a feature of 
the course. 

Church/World 
 
 

Ability to interact within a denominational 
context, within the broader worldwide 
church, and with significant public issues. 

Moderate Relationship of Reformed 
Confessions to other 
ecumenical documents 
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Appendix: Extended Bibliography 
 

I. Supplementary Reading List of Original Sources for Research Purposes 
 
Important Collected Works 
 
o John Owen 
o Richard Sibbes 
o Thomas Manton 
o Stephen Charnock 
o John Flavel 
o William Perkins 

o A new set of Perkins' collected works was recently published by Reformation 
Heritage Books.  

o Also consider: William Perkins, The Work of William Perkins, Introduced and 
edited by Ian Breward (Appleford: The Sutton Courtenay Press, 1970). This is a 
compilation of some of Perkins’ most important writings with annotations. Very 
important. 

 
Puritan Portrait Series/Christian Focus Publications 
 
o Boston, Thomas, The Art of Man-Fishing (1998) 
o Boston, Thomas, Repentance: Turning from sin to God (2005) 
o Bunyan, John, The Heavenly Footman (2002) 
o Charnock, Stephen, Christ Crucified (1996) 
o Flavel, John, Keeping the Heart: How to Maintain Your Love for God (2012) 
o Henry, Matthew, The Pleasantness of a Religious Life (1998) 
o Scougal, Henry, The Life of God in the Soul of Man (1996) 
o Owen, John, The Mortification of Sin (2006) 
o Packer, J.I. Puritan Portraits (2012) 
 
Other Important Works 
 
o Joseph Alleine, Alarm to the Unconverted (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1967) 
o Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1997) 
o Samuel Bolton, The True Bounds of Christian Freedom (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 

1964) 
o William Bridge, A Lifting Up of the Downcast (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1961) 
o Thomas Brooks, Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices (Edinburgh: Banner of 

Truth, 1984) 
o ________ Heaven on Earth (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1961) 
o Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment (Edinburgh: Banner 

of Truth, 1992) 
o John Bunyan, Prayer (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1965) 
o John Flavel, The Mystery of Providence (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1991) 
o William Guthrie, The Christian’s Great Interest (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1969) 
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o Brownlow North, The Rich Man and Lazarus (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1961) 
o ________ Wilt Thou God with this Man? (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1966) 
o John Owen, The Glory of Christ (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1994) 
o Richard Sibbes, The Bruised Reed (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1998) 
o Ralph Venning, The Sinfulness of Sin (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1965) 
o ________ Learning in Christ’s School (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1999) 
o Thomas Watson, The Doctrine of Repentance (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1987) 
o ________ All Things for Good (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1991) 
o ________ The Godly Man’s Picture (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1992) 
 
II. Supplementary Reading List of Secondary Sources for Research Purposes 
 
o Joel Beeke, Puritan Evangelism (Reformation Heritage Books, 1999) 
o ________, A Reader’s Guide to Reformed Literature: an annotated bibliography of 

Reformed Theology (Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 1999). This is the 
most comprehensive and reliable guide available. It covers all major reprints of 
puritan works up to 1999. 

o F. J. Bremer, The Puritan Experiment (New York, 1976) 
o John Brown, The English Puritans (Fearn: Christian Focus Publications, 1998).  A 

concise history of the puritan period in 10 minutes! 
o P. Christianson, Reformers and Babylon (Toronto, 1978) 
o J. T. Cliffe, The Puritan Gentry (London, 1984) 
o P. Collinson, English Puritanism (Historical Association pamphlet, London, 1983) 
o Gerald Robertson Cragg, Puritanism in the period of the Great Persecution, 1660-

1688 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1957) 
o ______ From Puritanism to the age of reason: a study of changes in religious thought 

within the Church of England, 1660 to 1700 (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1950) 

o Horton Davies, The Worship of the English Puritans Morgan, PA: Soli Deo Gloria, 
1997)  Solid and well documented, if a little dull. 

o William Haller, The Rise of Puritanism, or, The Way to the New Jerusalem as set 
forth in pulpit and press from Thomas Cartwright to John Lilburne and John Milton, 
1570-1643 (New York: Columbia University Press, 1965 [1938]). This is still the best 
introduction to the history of Puritanism in England.  Haller is chiefly interested in 
Milton and literature and studies Puritanism for that sake.  The reader will find little 
concern about theology or godliness. 

o Christopher Hill, The English Revolution, 1640 (London: Lawrence & Wishart, 
1985). Marxist interpretation of the mid-seventeenth century! 

o ______ Puritanism and revolution: studies in interpretation of the English revolution 
of the 17th century (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1990 [1958]) 

o E. B. Holifield, The Covenant Sealed  (New Haven, CT, 1974) 
o Philip E. Hughes, Theology of the English Reformers (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1966). A solid work from an Reformed Anglican perspective. 
o Ernest Kevan, The Grace of Law: A Study in Puritan Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: 

Baker, 1976).  The most important work ever written on this issue. Essential reading. 
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o D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, The Puritans: Their Origins and Successors (Edinburgh: 
Banner of Truth, 1987) 

o Hugh Martin, Puritanism and Richard Baxter (London: SCM Press, 1954) 
o Robert P. Martin, A Guide to the Puritans (Edinburgh Banner of Truth, 1997). A 

compendium of puritan sources arranged in topical sections.  An invaluable resource 
for anyone wishing to make a life-long study of the puritans. 

o Perry Miller, The New England Mind: from colony to province (Boston: Beacon 
Press, 1966). Prolegomena to the history of New England.  Theology is dismissed.  
There is a God-shaped blank in this book. 

o E. S. Morgan, Visible Saints (Ithaca, NY, 1975) 
o Daniel Neal, The History of the Puritans (1732-1738) (Minneapolis: Klock & Klock 

Christian Publishers, 1979 [1837]) 
o R. S. Paul, Assembly of the Lord (Edinburgh, 1984) 
o Harry Grant Plum, Restoration Puritanism: a study of the growth of English liberty 

(Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1943) 
o John von Rohr, The Covenant of Grace in Puritan Thought Atlanta, GA: Scholars 

Pres, 1986). A definitive work, well worth reading and acquiring. 
o Leland Ryken, Worldly Saints: The Puritans as They Really Were (Grand Rapids: 

Michigan: Zondervan, 1986) 
o K. L. Sprunger, The Learned Dr William Ames (Urbana, IL, 1972) 
o J. B. Torrance, Calvin and Puritanism in England and Scotland: some basic concepts 

in the development of “federal theology” ( South Africa, mid 1980’s?, nd).  This is 
Torrance’s cause célèbre, which he has consistently argued for the past 30 years, as 
did (does) his father, T. F. Torrance 

o Peter Toon, Puritans and Calvinism (Seoul, Korea: Westminster Publishig House, 
1972). Toon is an Anglican and his chapter on the Westminster Confession (‘high 
Calvinism’ according to Toon) is irritatingly simplistic and patronising. A good 
overview, though. 

o D. D. Wallace, Puritans and Predestination (Chapel Hill, NC, 1982) 
o B. R. White, The English Separatist Tradition (Oxford, 1971) 
o G. Yule, Puritans in Conflict (Appleford, 1981) 
o D. Zaret, The Heavenly Contract: Ideology and Organisation in Pre-Revolutionary 

Puritanism (Chicago, IL, 1985) 
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Appendix: The Lapsarian Debate 
 
Puritan Theology of Grace and Salvation: From Calvin to Perkins - a road to 
supralapsarianism? 
 
Some definitions: 
 
Infralapsarianism: 
 
1. the decree to create the world and (all) men 
2. the decree that (all) men would fall 
3. the election of some fallen men to salvation in Christ (and the reprobation of the 

others) 
4. the decree to redeem the elect by the cross work of Christ 
5. the decree to apply Christ’s redemptive benefits to the elect 
 
Note: the discriminating decree comes immediately after the lapsarian decree 
 
Supralapsarianism: 
 
1. the election of some men to salvation in Christ (and the reprobation of others) 
2. the decree to create the world and both kinds of men 
3. the decree that all men would fall 
4. the decree to redeem the elect, who are now sinners, by the cross work of Christ 
5. the decree to apply Christ’s redemptive benefits to these elect sinners 
 
[This view held by Theodore Beza, William Perkins, Franciscus Gomarus, Gisbertus 
Voetius, William Twisse] 
 
OR 
 
1. the election of some men to salvation in Christ (and the reprobation of others) 
2.  the decree to apply Christ’s redemptive benefits to these elect sinners 
3.  the decree to redeem the elect, who are now sinners, by the cross work of Christ 
4.  the decree that all men would fall 
5.  the decree to create the world and men 
 
[This view held by Jerome Zanchius, Johannes Piscator, Herman Hoeksema, Gordon 
Clark] 
 
Note: the discriminating decree comes before the lapsarian decree 
 
Amyraldianism:  
 
1. the decree to create the world and (all) men 
2. the decree that (all) men would fall 
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3. the decree to redeem (all) men by the cross work of Christ 
4. the election of some fallen men to salvation in Christ (and the reprobation of others) 
5. the decree to apply Christ’s redemptive benefits to the elect 
 
Note: the discriminating decree comes immediately after the decree to redeem men (and 
therefore sometimes called “post-redemptionism”) and immediately before the decree to 
apply Christ’s redemptive benefits (hence its name “ante-applicationsim”). 
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Appendix: Assurance and the Syllogismus Practicus 
 
A logical construction used by the Reformed tradition in order to establish the certainty 
of election in and for an individual.  Stated bluntly, it seems to rest certainty of election in 
the outward fruits of faith. The problem is that may lead to a basing of salvation on 
outward works, clearly in violation of the principle of grace.  
 
C.f. Francis Turretin: Institutes of Elenctic Theology, Vol. 1, 374 [IV. Xiii.4] 
 
Quisquis vere credit et reipiscit electus sit; Atqui ego credo; Ergo electus sum 
“Whoever truly believes and repents is elected; now I believe, therefore I am elected.” 
 
Major premise:  Whoever truly believes and repents is elected 
Minor premise: Now I believe 
Conclusion:  Therefore, I am elected 
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Appendix: Puritan Time Line 
 
1526 William Tyndale’s English NT reaches England 
 
1536 Henry VIII and the English Parliament separate the Church of England from 

Rome 
 

1547 Edward VI becomes king. The Protestant Reformation in England advances  
dramatically. 
 

1553 Mary, RC, becomes Queen. 300 English Protestants are martyred, and 800 flee to 
the Continent, where they imbibe the Continental Reformation doctrines. 
 

1558 Queen Elizabeth 1 accedes to the throne and establishes the Elizabethan 
Compromise, which isn’t enough to satisfy the Puritans. 
 

1559 The Act of Uniformity authorizes the Anglican Prayer Book for Worship and  
lays down penalties for those who refuse to use it or speak out against it. 

 
1567-1568 A vestments controversy of long standing reaches its peak in C of E.  
 
1569-1570 Thomas Cartwright, professor at Cambridge, upsets Anglican 

establishment (and loses his position) with the lectures on the first two 
chapters of Acts, in which he argues for a Presbyterian form of Church 
government. 

 
1583 John Whitgift becomes Archbishop of Canterbury and enforces conformity to the 

ceremonies of the Anglican Church, leading to oppression of puritan non-
conformists. 
 

1603 Death of Elizabeth; accession of James I 
 
1604 Hampton Court Conference 
 
1611 Authorised Version of the Bible 
 
1618 The Book of Sports (encouraging sports on Sunday afternoons) is first published 

(renewed in 1633). Cited by 17th century historian Thomas Fuller as one of the 
leading causes of the Civil  War. 

 
1620 Pilgrims to Plymouth Colony, Massachusetts on the ‘Mayflower’ 
 
1625 Death of James I; accession of Charles I 
 
1626 Founding of Massachusetts Bay Colony at Salem 
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1628 William Laud becomes bishop of London (Archbishop in 1633) 
May: Petition of Right 

  
1629 March: Dissolution of Parliament by Charles I 
 
1630 John Winthrop leads the first large body of puritans to Massachusetts Bay 
 
1633 William Laud made Archbishop of Canterbury 
 
1636 Harvard College is founded 
 
1637 Imposition of Prayer Book on Church of Scotland 
 
1638 February 28 : Signing of National Covenant 
 November-December: General Assembly of Glasgow 
 
1639 First Bishops War 
 
1640 April: Short Parliament 
 Second Bishops War; Scottish Army matches into England 
 September: Et Cetera Oath 
 November 3: Long Parliament opens (curtailing the power of the king) 
 
1641 October: ‘Irish Massacres’ 
 November 27: Parliament passes Grand Remonstrance 
 
1642 August 22: Charles I raises standard at Nottingham 
 October 23: Battle of Edgehill 
 
1643 June 12: Ordinance passed by Parliament for calling Assembly of Divines 
 July 1: Assembly convenes 
 August 17: Solemn League and Covenant approved by Scottish Parliament 

September 25: Solemn league and Covenant subscribed by members of Assembly 
and Parliament and Scottish Commissioners 

 October 12: End of revision of Thirty-Nine Articles 
 October 17: ‘Church Government’ under discussion 
 
1644 May 24: Report and debate on ‘Directory of Public Worship’ 
 July 2: Battle of Marston Moor 
 August 20: Committee appointed on ‘Confession of Faith’ 
 November 8: ‘Form of Church Government’ sent to Parliament 
 December 9: Self-Denying Ordinance proposed 
 
1645  January 3: ‘Directory for Public Worship’ passes House of Commons 

January 23: Resolution passed by House of Commons containing substance of 
Presbyterianism 
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June 14: Battle of Naseby 
July 7: Assembly sends up ‘Directory for Church Government’ 

 
1646 April 27: Charles I escapes Scots at Newark 
 April 30: Committee from House of Commons with Jus Divinum Queries 
 December 4: ‘Confession of Faith’ presented to Parliament 
 
1647 April 26: Scripture proofs for ‘Confession’ given to Parliament 
 August 6: Army marches into London 
 August 27: ‘Confession’ approved by Church of Scotland 
 October 15: ‘Larger Catechism’ completed 

November 11: Charles I flees, ending up at Carisbrooke Castle, Isle of Wight 
November 25: ‘Shorter Catechism’ presented to House of Commons 

 
1648 April 14: Catechisms presented in final form 
 April 30: Outbreak of Second Civil War 
 August 17: Battle of Preston 
 December 6: Pride’s Purge of Parliament 
 
1649 January 20: Trial of Charles I opens 
 January 30: Execution of Charles I 
 February 22: Last numbered Plenary Session of Assembly 
 September 11: Battle of Drogheda 
 
1650 September 3: Battle of Dunbar 
 
1651 September 3: Battle of Worcester 
 
1652 March 25: End of Assembly’s work of sitting as a committee to examine  

candidates for the ministry 
 
1653 April 20: Dissolution of ‘Rump’ of Long Parliament 
 July: Inception of ‘Barebones’ (or Nominated) Parliament 

December 16: Oliver Cromwell becomes Protector 
 

1657 May 8: Cromwell rejects kingship 
 June 26: Cromwell installed as Lord Protector 
 
1658 September 3: Death of Oliver Cromwell 
  
1660 Restoration of Charles II 
 
1662 August 24: Act of Uniformity excludes Nonconformists from Church of England 
 
1669 First Indulgence of Charles II 
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1672 Second Indulgence of Charles II 
 
1685 Charles II becomes Roman Catholic on deathbed; accession of his Roman  

Catholic brother, James II 
 
1688 James II flees from ‘Glorious Revolution’; accession of William III and  

Mary 
 
1689 Act of Toleration 


