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ST5100 Syllabus 
Fall 2020 

Reformed Theological Seminary, Charlotte 
 
 

Introduction to Pastoral and Theological Studies 
 

Meeting Information 
Meeting Time: Tuesdays, 6:00 PM–9:00 PM (August 25 – December 1) 
Meeting Place:  
 
Contact Information  
Prof.: D. Blair Smith (office: lower level in E building)  
Office Phone: 704-366-5066 (x4223)  
Email: bsmith@rts.edu 
Office Hours: Thursdays 1:00 PM–3:00 PM and by appointment  
Teacher Assistant: Peter Leach (peterjleach@gmail.edu) 
 
 
Course Description 
This course is an introduction to biblical, theological, and practical ministry studies 
within the Reformed tradition. 
 
 
Course Objectives 

1. Orient to the disciplines and challenges of pastoral and theological studies at a 
Reformed seminary. 

2. Understand the connections between theological study and Christian spiritual 
growth. 

3. Grasp the doctrine of Scripture undergirding the RTS curriculum. 
4. Gain familiarity with the broad patterns of Reformed theology regarding its 

catholic commitments and its Reformed distinctives, as well as its unique 
confessional status among other Protestant approaches 

5. Learn to read theological texts critically and charitably.  
6. Discern their vocational identity and the way(s) in which theological study will 

inform its pursuit and practice 
7. Learn the classic patristic and Reformed models of pastoral ministry. 
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Texts (Required) 

William Edgar, Truth in all its Glory: Commending the Reformed Faith (Phillipsburg, NJ: 
P&R Publishing, 2004), 273pp. 

 
Kevin Vanhoozer, Hearers and Doers: A Pastor’s Guide to Making Disciples through 

Scripture and Doctrine (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2019), 245pp.  
 

Uche Anizor, How to Read Theology: Engaging Doctrine Critically and Charitably (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2018), 176pp.  

 
John Calvin, A Little Book on the Christian Life (Sanford, FL: Reformation Trust 

Publishing, 2017), 132pp. 
 

Francis James Grimké, Meditations on Preaching (Madison, MS: Log College Press, 
2018), 111pp. 

 
William Swan Plumer, Christ All in All: The Right Temper for a Theologian (Madison, 

MS: Log College Press, 2017), 32pp.  
 

Gregory the Great, The Book of Pastoral Rule (Popular Patristics Series 34; Yonkers, 
NY: St Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2001), 212pp. 

  OR 
J. Ligon Duncan & Susan Hunt, Women’s Ministry in the Local Church (Wheaton, IL: 

Crossway, 2006), 176pp.  
 

Class Packet (Available on Canvas)  
Augustine of Hippo, “Book One” in On Christian Doctrine, trans. R. P. H. 

Green (Oxford World’s Classics; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997), 3-
29. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Instructions in Daily Meditation” and “Morning” in 
Meditating on the Word, trans. David McI. Gracie (Cambridge, MA: Cowley 
Publications), 21-32.  

Eugene H. Peterson, “The Forbidding Discipline of Spiritual Reading” and 
“The Holy Family at Table with Holy Scripture” in Eat This Book: A 
Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 
2006), 1-22 (chapters 1-2).  

 
 
 
 
 



 

3 

 
 
 
Requirements 

1. Attendance and Participation (10%) 
Students are expected to attend each class and be ready to participate in class 
discussion. Please let me know if you have an unavoidable conflict that will 
require you to miss class.  
 

2. Reading (20%) 
Students are required to complete the reading and will be given a weekly 
schedule. At the end of the semester students will turn in a reading report stating 
the percentage of the assigned readings that they have read with reasonable care. 

 
3. Reading Briefs (20%) 

For each week (after the first week) that there is a reading from Edgar’s  
Truth in all its Glory, students are required to upload to Canvas a reading brief. 
The purpose of the brief is to summarize the thesis, outline, and argument, as 
well as to state one’s own analysis of it (in the form of questions, confirmations, 
objections, etc.). Briefs may include quotations from various points in the text (so 
long as page numbers are referenced). Briefs should be no less than 200 words 
and no more than 350 words. They should be written in complete sentences and 
edited carefully, and uploaded to Canvas before class begins on Tuesdays.  
 

4. Term Paper (25%) 
Students will write a 10-15 page term paper (typed and double-spaced) with 
appropriate footnoting and bibliography. Make sure you (1) present a clear 
thesis; (2) have a proper introduction and conclusion and a clear structure for 
your essay; (3) deal with the relevant information competently and fairly to all 
sides; (4) where necessary, engage primary-sources; (5) offer critical analysis (and 
not merely summary) of the positions and views you engage; (6) where relevant, 
consider the implications and significance of your investigation for the life of the 
church; (7) use Turabian formatting; and (8) use at least 10 scholarly sources. 
*More details about this assignment will be communicated in late Summer.   

 
5. Exam (25%) 

Students will take a final exam which will test your grasp of what was covered in 
class lectures and readings.  

 
 

*Schedule and Reading Schedule to be released by late July/early August 
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Student Instructions for Exams with LockDown Browser 
1. Install the LockDown Browser application on the computer you intend to use for exams, prior to sitting for 

the exam, using this link: https://download.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=998253613 

• This link is ONLY for RTS students and covers Mac and Windows applications. 

• Be sure that you are able to login to your Canvas account from the LockDown Browser before scheduling a 
time to take your exam.   

• The LockDown Browser application is already installed on the computers in the RTS Charlotte library.  (Note 
that if you elect to use the library computers, your proctor must still be present throughout the duration of 
the exam.) 

• If you use internet filtering software (for example, Covenant Eyes) you may need to disable it before 
beginning an exam with LockDown Browser. Some types of filtering software can block your 
computer’s connection to Canvas. Also, please be sure to add an exception for our Canvas URL: 
https://rts.instructure.com 

 
2. Make arrangements with a proctor to supervise the exam within the date timeframe set by the professor.  The 

proctor cannot be a family member, current RTS student (current = taken a class within the past year but not 

yet graduated), or member of the library staff.  Typical proctors are pastors or church staff members.  The 

document “Procter Expectations Letter.doc” has been provided on your Canvas homepage in order to 

facilitate communication with your proctor. For your convenience, there will be several on-campus proctor 

blocks where a proctor will be available to supervise your exam.  Dates and times will be posted on Canvas 

and announced in the weekly Semper.  

 

3. The proctor must observe student taking exam and ensure that there are no devices or resources available 

other than the computer being used for the exam. 

 

4. Access the exam during the specified date window in the syllabus or for finals, Academic Calendar: 

 
a. Start the LockDown Browser application using a wired or known reliable WIFI connection.  

We do not recommend using restaurant or coffee shop WIFI to take exams. 
b. Have your student ID number available to input into the exam. 
c. If you use internet filtering software, you may need to disable it before beginning an exam 

with LockDown Browser. 
d. Login to your Canvas account using your Self-Service username and password.  If you need 

to reset your Self-Service password, you may do so at https://selfservice.rts.edu . 
e. Navigate to the exam.  You will not be able to access the exam with a standard web browser.  

For additional details on using LockDown Browser, review this Student Quick Start Guide 
(PDF). 

f. Time clock will begin once you open the exam. 
g. Exam must be completed in one sitting.  You may not exit and return to exam later. 
h. The exam will contain questions requiring the proctor contact information, an honor pledge, 

and certification that your proctor was present during the entire exam period. 
 

5. Proctors may be contacted to verify information regarding exam administration. 
 

6. In the rare case of a technical issue (for example, if internet service goes out during exam), the 
proctor should contact the course TA.  While the TA’s may not be immediately available, the date and 
time of the email will document when the issue was reported.  Please have your TA’s contact 
information available for your proctor before opening the exam.  Once you open the exam using the 
LockDown Browser, you will not be able to access other programs on your computers. 

  

https://download.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=998253613
https://rts.instructure.com/
https://selfservice.rts.edu/
https://www.respondus.com/downloads/RLDB-QuickStartGuide-Instructure-Student.pdf
https://www.respondus.com/downloads/RLDB-QuickStartGuide-Instructure-Student.pdf
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On Laptops and Smartphones in Class 
 

It is my strong recommendation that you take notes by hand using the hardcopy 
outlines I will provide before class. If you have an equally strong inclination to use 
your laptop, I require you put your word processing program in “full screen” mode 
or use the “do not disturb” function so that other applications on your computer do 
not grab your attention (Facebook, Twitter, etc.).  
 
Please keep your smartphone in your pocket on vibrate. If you do not have a pocket, 
put it facedown on your desk. Only check them on breaks or if you are receiving 
repeated notifications indicating an emergency.  

 

RTS Charlotte’s Classroom Technology Usage Policy 
 

RTS Charlotte recognizes how essential it is for students to have reliable, campus-
wide access to the internet. For that reason, we have made Wi-Fi available for our 
student body, not only in the library and student lounges, but also in the classrooms. 
We know that students need to use the internet to download class materials, access 
files on the Cloud, and locate other important information.  However, we also 
recognize that internet access in the classroom provides opportunity for abuse and 
misuse. Some students have unfortunately used their internet access to engage in 
many activities that distract them from the classroom lectures (e.g., surfing the web, 
checking sports scores, playing games). Not only does such activity hamper a 
student’s own seminary education, but it distracts other students who can easily 
view the screens of nearby students. In addition, donors and classroom guests (who 
often sit in the back) can see this inappropriate internet usage, which reflects poorly 
on RTS. Classroom etiquette includes leaving cell phones turned off, refraining from 
surfing the Internet or playing computer games or other distracting activities. In 
addition, students must respect standards set by individual professors regarding the 
use of technology during their class.  

 
In order to address this issue, we must appeal to the integrity of the students as ones 
who are preparing for a lifetime of ministry to Christ and his church. We expect each 
student to take personal responsibility for proper classroom technology usage and to 
encourage others around them to do the same. All RTS-Charlotte students are 
accountable to the policies stated in the Student Handbook and Academic Catalog 
and are therefore expected to use technology in the classroom only for appropriate 
class-related activities.  Student conduct is under the supervision of the Dean of 
Students.   
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv Student Learning Outcomes 

With Mini-Justification 
Course:  ST5100 
Professor: D. Blair Smith 
Campus: Charlotte  
Date:  Fall 2020 

 

 

MDiv Student Learning Outcomes Rubric 
➢ Strong 
➢ Moderate 
➢ Minimal 
➢ None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 
oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 
historical, and cultural/global information, including 
details, concepts, and frameworks.  

Strong Students will respond to the material in 
weekly briefs, a paper, and final exam.  

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 
Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 
apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 
(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 
hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 
and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong This course emphasizes the organization, 
structure and scope of Scripture and the 
theological implications from Scripture for 
ministry. 

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 
Standards.   

Strong Introduction to the character, teaching, and 
shape of Reformed theology. 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. 

Strong  Sustained focus upon pastoral character 
and the practices of good theological study 
for Christians and specifically for future 
leaders. 

Worldview 
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. Includes ability to interact within a 
denominational context, within the broader 
worldwide church, and with significant public issues. 

Strong Stresses the systematic and ethical shape of 
Reformed theology, which is rooted in 
scriptural exegesis. 

Winsomely 
Reformed 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Strong Focuses on wider catholic heritage and also 
the Reformed distinctives that mark our 
theological approach  

Pastoral 
Ministry 
 
 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and 
lives of both churched and unchurched, to include 
preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading and 
shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual 
maturity, concern for non-Christians.. 

Strong Emphasis on the formation of Christian 
leaders and pastors. Sustained focus week 
by week upon the conception of pastoral 
character and vocation and the role of 
theological study in both. 


