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Description

A survey and exploration of theological and ecclesiological issues facing the contemporary Reformed and Presbyterian church. 
Course Objectives

(1) to become better acquainted with and appreciative of the Westminster Standards and the Book of Church Order (PCA)
(2) to gain historical perspective on theological issues facing the church today

(3) to gain facility in applying Reformed theology and ecclesiology to the theological issues and concerns facing the church today

(4) to gain facility in constructive theological interaction with one’s peers

Required Texts – see the course schedule below. 

Note: most required readings are available online or are on reserve at the library. 

Assignments & Requirements

(1) Course Readings: Students are expected to read all assigned readings. Students must submit on each date a statement of the extent of the assigned reading for that date. 10% of final grade
(2) Personal Position Papers: Beginning February 13, students will submit a 1-2 page personal position paper each class. These papers will address the assigned topic for the day. The purpose of these papers is to allow the student to draft an informed statement of his views on the topic in question. References to the Westminster Standards or the BCO are required. References to other sources (e.g. other creeds & confessions; theologians) are encouraged but not required. Each paper is due at the beginning of the class at which the topic is being discussed. 10% each (60% of final grade)
(3) Westminster Standards Interaction: Students will read the Westminster Standards in their entirety this semester and indicate the extent of their reading in the Standards. Students will draft a statement documenting each of their differences, concerns, interactions, or questions concerning the propositions and wording of the Westminster Standards. Each student will meet individually with the professor to discuss his statement. Students’ agreement or disagreement with the Instructor’s views of the Westminster Standards will not be a factor in the assessment of this assignment. This assignment is due on April 2. The instructor will schedule brief meetings with each student the week of April 6. 30% of final grade.  
Attendance

Class attendance is required for ST 6131. If a student anticipates an unavoidable absence, he should notify the instructor in advance. Each hour of unexcused absence subjects the student to reduction of his final grade by one-half of a letter grade. 

Grading Scale

The grading scale for this course is the seminary’s grading scale. You may find it listed at the RTS Catalog, p.44. 

Plagiarism

Please review the seminary’s policy on plagiarism. Plagiarized work will subject the student to failure in the course and possible disciplinary action. 

In-Class Computer Use
Computers and tablets are not permitted in this course. Cell phones must be set to silent and stowed. If you must take a call, wait until the break or leave the classroom. 
Approximate Course Schedule

Please note that this schedule is approximate and subject to change at any time. 

The instructor’s announced changes in class will be the final word on the nature and date of assignments. They are the student’s sole responsibility to note and to implement. 

Week 01 (01/30) – Special Revelation – Continuation or Cessation? 

1. Calvin, John. “Prefatory Address to King Francis I of France,” in Institutes of the Christian Religion [Battles ed.], pp. 9-31. 
2. Edwards, Jonathan. “Lecture 2: Charity More Excellent Than the Gifts of the Spirit” in Charity and Its Fruits [BOT ed.], pp. 26-49. 

3. Warfield, B.B. “The Cessation of the Charismata” in Counterfeit Miracles, pp. 1-31. 

4. Gaffin, Richard B. “Tongues Today?” in Confident of Better Things: Essays Commemorating Seventy-Five Years of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (eds. John Muether and Danny Olinger; 2012), pp. 169-84. 

5. Gaffin, Richard B. “What About Prophecy and Tongues Today?” New Horizons 23/1 (2002): pp. 11-12, 22.
Week 02 (02/13) – Women and Office

Note: Students must read either the PCA report or the OPC report – students will be assigned one of the two, and the instructor will make that assignment in class. 

1. “Report of the Ad Interim Committee on Women Serving in the Ministry of the Church to the Forty-Fifth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America” in Commissioner Handbook (2017), pp. 2401-63.

2. “Report of the Committee on Women in Church Office Presented to the Fifty-Fifth (1988) General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church”

(https://www.opc.org/GA/women_in_office.html)
Week 03 (02/20) – Marriage and Divorce“Report of the Ad Interim Committee on Divorce and Remarriage to the Twentieth General Assembly” (1992), http://www.pcahistory.org/pca/studies/index.html
Week 04 (02/27) – Sexual Orientation and Same-Sex Attraction
1. “The Gospel and Sexual Orientation: A Testimony of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America” (2012)

2. Denny Burk and Heath Lambert, Transforming Homosexuality (P&R, 2015), pp. 19-60
Week 05 (03/05) – The Days of Creation: The Woodrow Controversy … and Today
1. Berry, Stephen and W. Duncan Rankin, “The Woodrow Evolution Controversy” in eds. Pipa and Hall, Did God Create in Six Days?  (Taylors, SC: Southern Presbyterian Press, 1999), pp.55-100. 

2. Dabney, Robert L.  “A Caution Against Anti-Christian Science” in Discussions, Vol. 3, pp.116-136. 

3. New Horizons (March 2012). Articles by Gaffin, Poythress, and Estelle – pp. 3-9, 20. 

4. Ordained Servant (November 2010). Article by Estelle, pp. 67-71. 

5. Ordained Servant (January 2000). Article by Hart & Muether, pp. 4-6.  

Week 06 (03/19) – The Sabbath 

1. Dabney, Robert L., “The Christian Sabbath: Its Nature, Design, and Proper Observance” in Discussions, Vol. 1, pp.496-550. 

2. Gaffin, Richard B., Jr., “A Sabbath Rest Still Awaits the People of God,” in Pressing Toward the Mark, pp.33-51 –or–   “Westminster and the Sabbath,” in The Westminster Confession into the 21st Century, Vol. 1, pp. 123-44. 
Week 07 (03/26) – The Spirituality of the Church – The Church and Politics

1. “The Gardiner Springs Resolutions” – handout distributed in class
2. Peck, Thomas E., “Church and State,” repr. in Miscellanies of Thomas E. Peck, Vol. 2, pp. 266-289. 

3. Coffin, David F., Jr., “The Biblical Doctrine of the Spirituality of the Church”; “The Historical Doctrine of the Spirituality of the Church” (two audio lectures – available at www.christreformeddc.org) 
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes

Course: ST 6131 Topics in Reformed Theology
Professor: Waters


Campus: Jackson

Date: Spring 2020
	MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process. Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 

*As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.  
	Rubric

· Strong

· Moderate

· Minimal
· None
	Mini-Justification

	Articulation 

 (oral & written)
	Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, historical, and cultural/global information, including details, concepts, and frameworks. Also includes ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm.
	Strong
	Students prepare weekly papers engaging biblical, theological, and cultural issues

	Scripture


	Significant knowledge of the original meaning of Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research further into the original meaning of Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of original languages and hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, and cultural/global perspectives.)
	Strong
	Students engage questions and topics from the standpoint of the meaning of the text of Scripture, applied to the contemporary church.

	Reformed Theology


	Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.  
	Strong
	Students will read and reflect upon the Westminster Standards in their entirety.

	Sanctification


	Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the student’s sanctification.
	Moderate
	The course will address the issues with a concern for promoting faithful Christian reflection and living.

	Worldview 

	Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of God. Includes ability to interact within a denominational context, within the broader worldwide church, and with significant public issues.
	Strong
	Students will reflect upon issues of both ecclesiastical and cultural relevance.

	Winsomely Reformed


	Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.)
	Strong
	Students will be taught to articulate sensitive and controversial issues in winsome fashion.

	Pastoral Ministry
	Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts and lives of both churched and unchurched, to include preaching, teaching, leading in worship, leading and shepherding the local congregation, aiding in spiritual maturity, concern for non-Christians.
	Strong
	The course is designed to assist students better to minister the Scripture in both public and private settings. 
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