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DALLAS 

 

Hermeneutics (11ON5100/01) 

 

Spring 2020 

Monday, 1:00-4:45pm 

 

Dr. Ben Dunson 

 

 

PROFESSOR CONTACT INFORMATION 
Email: bdunson@rts.edu 

Phone: 214.295.8588 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In this class we will study big-picture matters of biblical interpretation. Topics will 

include modern hermeneutical theory, the history of biblical interpretation, 

Christocentric biblical interpretation, the way the NT applies the OT, the role of 

creeds and confessions in our biblical interpretation, and how the biblical motif of 

covenant structures our understanding of the whole Bible. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1. To understand some of the basic concepts of philosophical hermeneutics (which 

studies how “meaning” is possible) 

2. To survey major trends in biblical interpretation in past ages of the church 

3. To see how the whole Bible testifies to Jesus Christ and his redemptive work 

4. To better understand how the Old Testament is fulfilled in the New Testament, 

specifically how the OT is applied to Jesus Christ and to the church 

5. To come to appreciate the way in which Christian creeds, confessions, and 

systematic theology are important for our interpretation of the Bible 

6. To better understand the covenantal structuring of the whole Bible 

 

REQUIRED READINGS 
1. Bring a Bible to class. 

2. Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics: Foundations and Principles of 

Evangelical Biblical Interpretation (Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2010). 
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3. Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., “The Redemptive-Historical View,” (ch. 4 in Biblical 

Hermeneutics: Five Views [Downers Grove: Intervarsity, 2012]). Note: an electronic 

copy will be posted to Canvas by the beginning of the semester. 

4. Dennis E. Johnson, Him We Proclaim: Preaching Christ from All the Scriptures 

(Phillipsburg: P & R, 2007). 

5. Craig A. Carter, Interpreting Scripture with the Great Tradition: Recovering the 

Genius of Premodern Exegesis (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018). 

6. W. M. M. Hetherington, “Introductory Essay,” (in Robert Shaw, The Reformed Faith: 

An Exposition of the Westminster Confession of Faith [Fearn, Scotland: Christian 

Heritage, 2008]). Note: an electronic copy will be posted to Canvas by the beginning 

of the semester. 

7. Carl R. Trueman, The Creedal Imperative (Wheaton, Crossway, 2012). 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: All readings are to be completed prior to the lecture 

period in which they are listed on the schedule below. 

  

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
1. Attendance: Attendance is expected at every class. 
2. Readings: All assigned readings should be read before the class date listed on the 

schedule handed out at the beginning of the semester. 

3. Bring a bible to each class. 

4. Laptops (and iPads, iPhones, etc.) are NOT allowed in this course. Multitasking 

simply doesn’t work. It prevents you from learning as well as you can. 

Banning laptops, however, is not just about you and your learning, but about your 

neighbor and his or her learning: if we are honest many (most?) of us simply do not 

have the self-control to sit for 3 hours without checking email, Facebook, texts, etc. 

One little check won’t hurt, right? But then we actually do this more than we realize, 

and when we are all together in one room doing this it becomes very distracting for 

your fellow students and for your professor (the same goes for checking iPhones 

under the table). 

One objection to this is that having detailed, easily searchable, notes will be useful 

for your future ministry. I completely agree. That is why you should do what 

educational researchers are suggesting more and more (and which I know from 

personal experience works very well): when you are listening to a lecture write down 

that which is most important; focus on the main thoughts being conveyed. Do not 

attempt to transcribe what is said verbatim like a court stenographer. By focusing on 

the main ideas, main biblical texts, etc., you are already engaged in the process of 

learning, which is not the case when you simply spend all of your energy copying 

every word down. Then, either throughout the semester, or as you prepare for exams, 

type your notes on a computer. Then condense them in a separate file for use in 

studying (and then perhaps consider condensing them again!). Each time you take 

your notes and rewrite them or condense them you are processing the material in a 

new way, and this helps you learn it. And then you will have searchable notes to refer 

to in the future as well. 

If you are interested, these articles give you more of a feel for why I am doing 

this: 

• https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/11/22/business/laptops-not-during-lecture-

or-meeting.html?mwrsm=Facebook&referer=https://t.co/JEkweLyf89?amp=1 

• http://www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/attention-students-put-your-

laptops-away 

• http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/august24/multitask-research-study-

https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/11/22/business/laptops-not-during-lecture-or-meeting.html?mwrsm=Facebook&referer=https://t.co/JEkweLyf89?amp=1
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/11/22/business/laptops-not-during-lecture-or-meeting.html?mwrsm=Facebook&referer=https://t.co/JEkweLyf89?amp=1
http://www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/attention-students-put-your-laptops-away
http://www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/attention-students-put-your-laptops-away
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/august24/multitask-research-study-082409.html
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082409.html 

If you are still not convinced, then you can blame Kevin DeYoung: 

• https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/why-im-not-

allowing-laptops-and-tablets-in-my-seminary-class/ 

5. As a courtesy, please do not tweet, or otherwise post, comments made by the 

professor or other students without asking permission first. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENT 
1. Textbook readings (20%) 

a. You will be required to certify on your honor (on your final exam) that you 

have read all of the required reading material. I will list each reading 

separately so you can estimate what percentage you completed. Reading 

means that you make every effort to understand the main points and reasons 

given for those points. This normally will require you to read and comprehend 

every paragraph, although not necessarily every word in every sentence. 

Skimming while seeking to understand the content is acceptable, but simply 

passing your eyes over words, sentences, paragraphs, pages, etc., is not. 

2. Thematic Paper (40%) 

a. You will select a single passage in the Old Testament where a specific theme 

is found (e.g., creation, temple, covenant, kingdom, land, etc.) and give me a 

brief explanation of that passage (roughly 1-2 pages). Then you will trace that 

theme throughout the OT into the NT. In doing so you must explain how that 

theme finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ and in the life of the church. I will 

give you a handout during the semester to explain how to write this paper, 

which must be 10 pages long. The purpose of this paper is to get you thinking 

about how Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the whole Bible (see Luke 24), 

which is one of the major foci of the class. 

b. Email me your passage and theme by April 6th, 2020. 

c. The paper is due at 11:59pm on Friday, May 1st, 2020. 

3. Final Exam (40%) 

a. This exam will consist of any combination of multiple choice, short answer, or 

essay questions of varying lengths (answers will range from a single paragraph 

to 1-2 pages). 

b. You will take the final exam in a single 3-hour sitting from 1:00-4:45pm on 

Monday, May 4th, 2020. You may not use any external helps. 

 

  

http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/august24/multitask-research-study-082409.html
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/why-im-not-allowing-laptops-and-tablets-in-my-seminary-class/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/why-im-not-allowing-laptops-and-tablets-in-my-seminary-class/
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COURSE OUTLINE: 
 

This outline is subject to change. I will notify you of any changes. 

 

Textbook Abbreviations: 

 GG = Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics 

 RG = Richard Gaffin, Jr., “Redemptive-Historical View” (book chapter on Canvas) 

DJ = Dennis Johnson, Him We Proclaim 

CC = Craig Carter, Interpreting Scripture with the Great Tradition 

CT = Carl Trueman, The Creedal Imperative 

WH = W. Hetherington, “Introductory Essay” (book chapter on Canvas) 

 

Date Readings (must be read prior to class listed below) 

Jan 27 GG chs. intro-4 

Feb 3 GG chs. 5-8 

Feb 10 GG chs. 9-12 

Feb 17 GG chs. 13-16; RG 

Feb 24 GG chs. 17-19 

Mar 2 DJ intro, chs. 1-3 

Mar 9 DJ chs. 4-6 

Spring Break: Mar 16-20  

Mar 23 DJ chs. 7-8 

Mar 30: NO CLASS – Ferguson 

Intensive (but complete readings) 

DJ chs. 9-10; DJ appendix 1 

Apr 6 CC preface, chs. 1-4; Email me your paper passage and 

theme this by date. 

Apr 13 CC chs. 5-8, appendix 

Apr 20 WH; CT chs. intro-4 

Apr 27 CT chs. 5-appendix 

Friday, May 1st, 2020, by 

11:59pm 

Thematic Paper Due 

May 4th, 2020, 1:00-4:15pm Final Exam 

 

 

RECOMMENDED READINGS 
1. Scott R. Swain, Trinity, Revelation and Reading: A Theological Introduction to the 

Bible and its Interpretation (London: T&T Clark, 2011). 

2. Dennis E. Johnson, Walking with Jesus through His Word: Discovering Christ in All 

the Scriptures (Phillipsburg: P & R, 2007). 

3. G.K. Beale, Handbook on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament (Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 2012). 

4. G.K. Beale and D.A. Carson (eds.), Commentary on the New Testament Use of the 

Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008).  

5. Anthony C. Thiselton, Hermeneutics: An Introduction (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2009). 

6. Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Is There a Meaning in this Text? The Bible, the Reader, and the 

Morality of Literary Knowledge (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998). 
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Course:  Hermeneutics (11ON5100/01) 

Professor: Ben Dunson 

Campus: Dallas 

Date:  Spring 2020 

 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined 

the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  

Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the 

contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes. 

Rubric 
➢ Strong 

➢ Moderate 

➢ Minimal 

➢ None 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  

 (oral & 

written) 

Broadly understands and articulates 

knowledge, both oral and written, of essential 

biblical, theological, historical, and 

cultural/global information, including details, 

concepts, and frameworks. Also includes 

ability to preach and teach the meaning of 

Scripture to both heart and mind with clarity 

and enthusiasm. 

 

 

Moderate 

▪ Significant overview of 

hermeneutics in the church and 

academy. 

▪ The class requires students to 

research and write on a thematic 

Biblical-Theological paper. 

Scripture 

 

 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning 

of Scripture. Also, the concepts for and skill to 

research further into the original meaning of 

Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of 

modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate 

use of original languages and hermeneutics; 

and integrates theological, historical, and 

cultural/global perspectives.) 

 

Strong 

▪ Students will spend a significant 

amount of time studying and 

mediating upon Scripture, as well 

as how it should be interpreted.  

Reformed 

Theology 

 

 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology 

and practice, with emphasis on the 

Westminster Standards.   

 

Strong 

▪ We will explore a variety of ways 

in which Reformed theological 

commitments should shape our 

interpretation of Scripture. 

Sanctification 

 

 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that 

aids the student’s sanctification. 
 

Minimal 

▪ The focus of the class will be on 

thinking theologically about 

hermeneutics and biblical 

interpretation, which is vital for our 

personal spiritual growth. 

Worldview 

 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the 

Word of God. Includes ability to interact 

within a denominational context, within the 

broader worldwide church, and with 

significant public issues 

 

Strong 

▪ Role of presuppositions in 

interpretation examined critically. 

▪ Role of philosophical influences on 

the history of biblical interpretation 

examined critically. 

Winsomely 

Reformed 

 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. 

(Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit 

with other Christians, especially Evangelicals; 

a concern to present the Gospel in a God-

honoring manner to non-Christians; and a 

truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

 

Strong 

▪ There is much to be learned in 

studying vantage points other than 

those that are explicitly Reformed. 

Even when disagreeing with others, 

their ideas must be conveyed 

truthfully, and disagreements must 

be carried out in truth and love. 

Pastoral 

Ministry 

Ability to minister the Word of God to hearts 

and lives of both churched and unchurched, to 

include preaching, teaching, leading in 

 

Strong 

▪ Ideally students will come away 

seeing the value (even 

indispensability) of hermeneutics, 
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worship, leading and shepherding the local 

congregation, aiding in spiritual maturity, 

concern for non-Christians. 

biblical theology, systematic 

theology, and creeds and 

confessions on their day-to-day 

pastoral practice. 


