PURITAN THEOLOGY

REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

January 2020
Puritan Theology

Interest in the theology of the English Puritans , until the middle of the twentieth century, was largely confined either to academic specialists (often in the disciplines of History and English Literature rather than theology) or to a small number of people usually in smaller reformed denominations.  Apart from John Bunyan’s famous Pilgrim’s Progress evangelical Christians in general would have found great difficulty in naming a Puritan theologian or work. By contrast, since the 1950s there has been a remarkable resurgence of interest in the ministry and writings of the major orthodox Puritans.  Scholarship in the area has become a minor industry of its own.

The theology of the Puritans has often been denominated ‘practical divinity’.  Set within the context of revolutionary times in both the church and the world in the seventeenth century, the literatures they produces has had striking resonance in many parts of the contemporary world and as a consequence our interest in studying the work of the Puritans is more than merely antiquarian.

Class Meetings                                                                                                                                                                 The class will take place in a modular form within the period Monday January 6 through Thursday January 9 between 9.00 a.m. and 4.00p.m. 

Required Reading:

The following works should be considered required reading for the class and serve as a sample of the Puritan divinity in areas which we of special concern to them:

Richard Baxter:  
The Reformed Pastor

Samuel Bolton:  
The True Bounds of Christian Freedom 



(original: A Vindication of the Rights of the Law and the Liberties of Grace)

William Bridges:  
A Lifting Up for the Downcast

John Owen:    

The Mortification of Sin

These works may be read in any edition, including modern reprints and modernisations.

Recommended Wider Reading:    

Among the many works available the following more general studies will be found valuable:

Patrick Collinson:  
The Elizabethan Puritan Movement
William Haller:   
The Rise of Puritanism



Liberty and Reformation in the Puritan Revolution
M Knappen:     

Tudor Puritanism

J. I. Packer:        

Among God’s Giants/ A Quest for Godliness
Leland Ryken:   

Worldly Saints
Course Grade:
A paper of around fifteen pages is required in this class.  It may be on any topic appropriate to the theme of the course and should be carefully researched and presented and demonstrate historical knowledge, theological sensitivity and critical acumen.   Submission date to be agreed.
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Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes
Course: HT6300
 

Professor: Ferguson


Campus: Orlando
 

Date: 1/6/2019-1-9-2019
	MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes
In order to measure the success of the MDiv curriculum, RTS has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the student learning process.  Each course contributes to these overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this course to the MDiv outcomes.

 *As the MDiv is the core degree at RTS, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.
	Rubric

· Strong

· Moderate

· Minimal

· None
	Mini-Justification


	Articulation 

 (oral & written)
	Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, historical, and cultural/global information, including details, concepts, and frameworks. 
	Moderate
	Knowledge of Puritan handling of biblical teaching

	Scripture


	Significant knowledge of the original meaning of Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research further into the original meaning of Scripture and to apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. (Includes appropriate use of original languages and hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, and cultural/global perspectives.)
	Minimal
	Occasional ability to read Hebrew and Greek words

	Reformed Theology


	Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and practice, with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.  
	Strong
	Course has its focus on 17th century theology

	Sanctification


	Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the student’s sanctification.
	Moderate 
	Puritan theology intended to encourage growth in grace 

	Desire for Worldview


	Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of God.
	Strong
	A central focus in the Puritan practical divinity

	Winsomely Reformed


	Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.)
	Minimal
	

	Preach


	Ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm.
	Minimal
	While much of Puritan theology is expressed homiletically no actual exercise of preaching skills in the class itself

	Worship


	Knowledgeable of historic and modern Christian-worship forms; and ability to construct and skill to lead a worship service.
	Moderate
	Some knowledge of Puritan worship

	Shepherd


	Ability to shepherd the local congregation: aiding in spiritual maturity; promoting use of gifts and callings; and encouraging a concern for non-Christians, both in America and worldwide.
	Minimal
	A focus of the practical divinity but not a class with this specifically in view

	Church/World


	Ability to interact within a denominational context, within the broader worldwide church, and with significant public issues.
	Minimal
	Lessons to learn in this area, but not the focus of the course


