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Preaching Prophetic Texts    January 27-31, 2020 
DM8150       jcurrid@rts.edu 
Dr. John D. Currid      601-559-8381 (cell) 
 

 
Preaching the Major Prophets 

 
Perhaps the most difficult texts in the OT canon for the pastor to preach come from 
the major prophets.  So, apart from some celebrity texts (e.g., Isaiah 6, 53, etc.), the 
literature is commonly neglected in the pulpit.  Part of the problem is the minister’s 
difficulty in properly understanding prophecy and how it may apply to the church 
today.  Also, some of the material seems so strange and esoteric:  how could it be 
relevant to the people of God today?  Another aspect of the problem is that for almost 
two hundred years OT scholarship has focused on issues of criticism, that is, questions 
of dating and authorship.  Skepticism regarding the reliability and authority of the OT 
dominate the field of study.  As Ralph Davis has pointed out, these scholars have 
“managed to make Old Testament studies mostly boring, lifeless, and dull.”  In 
addition, many pastors seem to center their preaching ministry in the NT in which 
they feel they are really getting at the heart of the Christian message.  In this way, OT 
prophecy is almost shunned and put to the side as not as relevant as the NT.  Finally, 
one of the greatest parts of the problem is the reality that many pastors simply do not 
know how to preach the OT.  Often there is simply moralizing (e.g., who is the Goliath 
in your life?) or spring-boarding (using the text to jump into some theological point 
that can be generally applied).  Thus, in the church today there seems to be a general 
malaise or stupor when it comes to preaching the OT prophetic texts. 
 
This course is designed to present a methodology for preaching from the major 
prophets of the OT canon.  It is to serve as an aid for the minister to move from 
exegesis to sermon preparation in his preaching ministry. 
 
In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, the Apostle Paul makes the following statement:  “All Scripture 
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every 
good work.”  Paul, of course, is here speaking of the OT Scriptures, and he sees the 
vital and crucial part that they are to play in the life of the Christian and the church.  
We need to take this to heart.  The OT is part of God’s holy, inerrant, authoritative 
word.  In this course, we will focus on the means and methods of preaching OT 
prophetic texts.  OT prophecy can be most challenging and difficult to interpret and 
to preach, but it can also provide wonderful, in-depth teaching and theology when 
appropriately understood. 
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Requirements 

 
1.  The student is required to read the following materials.  A reading report is due to the 

professor by April 1, 2020 listing how much reading the student has done for the course. 

 

 a. S. Greidanus, Preaching Christ from the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1999). 

  

 b. W. C. Kaiser, The Messiah in the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1995). 

 

 c. O. P. Robertson, The Christ of the Prophets (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R, 2004). 

 

 d. D. Stuart, Old Testament Exegesis, 4th ed. (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox 

Press, 2010). 

 

 e. Read the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. 

 

2.  The student is required to prepare a four sermon sequential preaching series out of the 

major prophets.  These full manuscript sermons are due to the professor on April 1, 2020.  

The sermons must demonstrate that the student has grasped the various aspects of the 

course. 

 

3.  The student will preach a 20-25 minute sermon in class.  The process and 

requirements of this sermon will be discussed during the first class period. 

 

Course Outline 
 1. Monday, January 27 

 

 Syllabus 

 What is Prophecy? 

 Origin of Prophecy 

 Names of the Prophets 

 False Prophecy 

 Prophets of Idolatry 

 Call of the Prophet 

 
2. Tuesday, January 28 
 
 Prayer in Preaching 
 Contextual Analysis 

- historical context 
- theological context 
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 Genre 
 
3. Wednesday, January 29 
 
 Content Analysis 

- translation 
- structural analysis 
- literary analysis 
- lexicography 

 
4. Thursday, January 30 
 
 Consequential Analysis 

- OT usage 
- NT usage 
- Christological/Christocentric 
- Application 
- Illustration 

 
Student Sermons 

 
5. Friday, January 31 
 
 Student Sermons 
 

 א  ב  ג  ד  ה  ו  ז  ח  ט  י  כ  ל  מ  נ  ס  ע  פ  צ  ק  ר  ש  ת

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

 
Course Objectives Related to DMin* Student Learning Outcomes 

Course: Preaching Prophetic Texts   

Professor: Currid  

Campus: Charlotte   

Date: January  2020 

 
 

DMin* Student Learning Outcomes 

In order to measure the success of the DMin curriculum, RTS 

has defined the following as the intended outcomes of the 

student learning process.  Each course contributes to these 

overall outcomes. This rubric shows the contribution of this 

course to the DMin outcomes. 

 

Rubric 

 Strong 

 Moderate 

 Minimal 

 None 

Mini-Justification 

 

Biblical/ 

Theological 

Foundations:   

 

 

Significant knowledge of biblical and 

theological foundations for pastoral 

ministry.  (This includes interaction with 

Biblical texts, as well as awareness of 

Reformed Theology.) 

 

 

Strong 

 

Preaching from biblical 

texts 

 

Historical/ 

Contemporary 

Practices:   

 

 

 

Significant knowledge of historical and 

contemporary practices of pastoral 

ministry.   

 

 

 

Moderate 

 

Use of historical 

illustrations in preaching 

 

Integration:   

 

 

 

 

Ability to reflect upon and integrate 

theology and practice, as well as 

implementation in a contemporary 

pastoral setting. 

 

 

Strong 

 

It is preaching! 

 

Sanctification:   

 

 

 

 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God 

that aids in the student’s sanctification. 

 

 

 

Moderate 

 

Growth in knowing and 

preaching God’s Word 


