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Instructor: Justin S. Holcomb 

Email: jholcomb@rts.edu 

Schedule: Feb 11 to May 15 

Office Hours: By appointment 

 

 

Course Description 

This course is designed to give students a working knowledge of the major themes and issues of 

classical Western philosophy, as well as experience in analyzing and assessing the relation between 

these issues and the articulation of Christian thought.  

A critical, historical survey of the development of the main schools of philosophy and the principal 

developments in Christian doctrine and thought after a brief introduction to philosophical thinking, the 

course concentrates on philosophical movements from early Greek philosophy to contemporary 

philosophy. 

 

Course Objectives  

1. Recognize the close relation between expressions of Christian thought and the philosophical world 

in which those expressions emerge. 

2. Understand the major shifts in philosophical thought in the Christian West and the way these affect 

the articulation of Christian truth.  

3. Appreciate the need to consider the thought world of one’s own time in expressing Christian truth.  

4. Re-consider the way Christian truth should be expressed and defended in light of both past and 

present philosophical mindsets. 

 

 

 

Course Reading 

 

W. Andrew Hoffecker, ed., Revolutions in Worldview 

Diogenes Allen and Eric Springsted, Primary Readings for Understanding Theology 

 

William Placher, The Domestication of Transcendence: How Modern Thinking about God Went 

Wrong  

 

 



Merold Westphal, Suspicion and Faith: The Religious Uses of Modern Atheism 

 

Kelly James Clark, Richard Lints, and James K. A. Smith, 101 Key Terms in Philosophy and Their 

Importance for Theology 

 

Justin S. Holcomb, “Investigating Metanarratives and Theology,” in For the World: Essays in Honor 

of Richard L. Pratt, Jr., eds. by Justin S. Holcomb and Glenn Lucke. Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 

2014. [Electronic version of this reading will be provided.] 

 

Justin S. Holcomb, “Deconstruction, Différence, and Theology.” [Electronic version of this reading 

will be provided.] 

 

G. L. Bahnsen, “Pragmatism, Prejudice, and Presuppositionalism” in Foundations of Christian 

Scholarship, edited by Gary North [Electronic version of this reading will be provided.] 
 

 

Course Outline 

 

Week 1: Why study philosophy in seminary? 

Week 2: Pre-Socratic philosophy 

Week 3: Socrates and Plato 

Week 4: Aristotle 

Week 5: Hellenistic philosophy and Neo-Platonism 

Week 6: Augustine 

Week 7: Anselm, and Aquinas 

Week 8: Descartes, Locke, Berkeley, and Hume 

Week 9: Kant 

Week 10: Hegel and Kierkegaard 

Week 11: Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud  

Week 12: Pragmatism and Existentialism 

Week 13: Foucault, Rorty, and Derrida 

 

 

Course Assignments 
  

Option #1 

 

1. Issue Paper: One paper will deal with some philosophical issue and its significance for us today. 

This paper should be between 2,000-2,500 words. This paper will constitute 40% of the final grade for 

the course. Due May 15, 2019 at 11am. 

 

2. Philosopher Paper: Your second paper will deal with a philosopher and his/her significance for us 

today. This paper should be between 2,000-2,500 words. Read some of the thinker’s own works, plus 

some secondary sources, both assigned and unassigned. Describe and explain briefly one of his/her 

distinctive theses (one for which he/she is known in distinction from other thinkers). Note one or more 

of his/her main arguments for that thesis. Evaluate those arguments.  Compare his/her position with 

that of Reformed Christian theism. This paper will constitute 40% of the final grade for the course. 

Due May 15, 2019 at 11am. 

 



3. Revolutions chapter summaries: In one document, write a 500-word summary of each of the 

chapters in Revolutions in Worldview. Explain what the main point is of each chapter. Traces the 

contours of the dominant worldview discussed in each chapter. This paper will constitute 20% of the 

final grade for the course. Due May 15, 2019 at 11am. 

 

 

 

Option #2 

 

1. Issue/Philosopher Paper at 3,200 words 65% of final grade 

 

2. Review essay of Westphal at 750 words (15% of final grade) 

 

3. Revolutions chapter summaries: In one document, write a 500-word summary of each of the 

chapters in Revolutions in Worldview. Explain what the main point is of each chapter. Traces the 

contours of the dominant worldview discussed in each chapter. This paper will constitute 20% of the 

final grade for the course. 

 

 

 

Grading Scale and Academic Standards 

 

A (97-100), A- (94-96), B+ (91-93), B (88-90), B- (86-87), C+ (83-85), C (80-82), C- (78-79), D+ (75- 

77), D (72-74), D- (70-71), F (below 70) 

 

Class attendance and participation are a central part of this course. If you should miss a class, you are 

expected to contact another student regarding the information covered. 

 

Late assignments will be graded down 33% for each 24 hours late. 

 

All written assignments should be submitted in Word format. Assignments should be double-spaced 

with 1” margins on all sides and formatted in Times New Roman 12 point type. Assignments must be 

submitted electronically. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Topics Ideas for Papers (Just ideas. You are not limited to these.) 

 

 A Comparison of the Concept of God in Plato and Augustine   

 A Comparison of the Concept of God in Aristotle and Aquinas   

 What's Good and Bad in Plato's View of the Soul: A Christian Analysis   

 The Logos Doctrine and a Christian Theory of Knowledge 

 The One, The Three, and the Many 

 Augustine on Faith and Knowledge 

 Anselm on Faith and Knowledge 

 Aquinas on Faith and Knowledge 

 The Thomist Doctrine of Divine Simplicity  

 Doctrine of God (See James Dolezal’s All That Is In God, Alvin Plantinga's Does God Have a 

Nature?, and Ronald Nash's The Concept of God) 

 Was Jonathan Edwards a Lockean, a Berkleyan or a Reidian? (John Locke, George Berkeley, 

Thomas Reid [in the sense that he anticipated the epistemology of Reid])   

 An Evaluation Augustine's Theory of Divine Illumination 

 An Investigation of the Supposed Influence of the Mystery Religions on First Century 

Christianity (see Machen’s The Origin of Paul’s Religion and Ronald Nash’s The Gospel and 

the Greeks) 

 Was Paul Influenced by Stoicism?   

 Was Paul Influenced by Platonism?  

 Anselm's Ontological Argument for God's Existence 

 Aquinas’s Doctrine of Revelation and the Proofs for the Existence of God  

 Was the New Testament Notion of Logos Influenced by Pagan Thought?   

 Was Early Christianity Influenced by Gnosticism? 

 Did Descartes Borrow from Augustine? 

 John Locke's Attack on Innate Ideas: A Critical Analysis  

 Did Philo of Alexandria Influence the Writers of the New Testament?  

 How Does Philosophical Anthropology Influence Contemporary Discussions of _________? 

(Abortion, Death Penalty, Same-Sex Marriage, Immigration, etc) 

 Just War Theory 

 A Christian Response to the Problem of _______ (pick one of the fifteen problems Bertrand 

Russell describes in The Problem of Philosophy). 

 A Reformed Christian Philosophy of Religions 

 The Good and Bad in Derrida’s View of Deconstruction 

 Christian Philosophy of Science 

 Use of Philosophical Categories in Nicene-Constantinople Creed and/or Definition of 

Chalcedon 

 An Reformed Investigation of Free-Will and Determinism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Flow 

 

1. Introduction: Why study philosophy in seminary? 

2. History of Philosophy Overview 

3. Pre-Socratics 

4. Socrates 

5. Plato 

6. Aristotle 

7. Hellenistic Philosophy 

8. Neo-Platonism: Plotinus and Philo 

9. Augustine 

10. Pseudo-Dionysius 

11. Anselm 

12. Aquinas  

13. Descartes 

14. Locke and Berkeley 

15. Hume 

16. Kant 

17. G. W. F. Hegel 

18. Soren Kierkegaard 

19. Masters of Suspicion: Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche, Sigmund Freud 

20. Husserl and Heidegger 

21. A. J. Ayer 

22. Postmodernism: Michel Focault, Richard Rorty, Jacques Derrida  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes 
Course: Apologetics 02ST504   
Professor: Justin Holcomb 
Campus:  Orlando 
Date: Spring 2018 

MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes. Rubric 
 

Mini-Justification 

Articulation  
 (oral & 
written) 

Broadly understands and articulates knowledge, both 

oral and written, of essential biblical, theological, 

historical, and cultural/global information, including 

details, concepts, and frameworks.  

Strong Knowledge of Bible, systematic 
theology, historical theology, history, 
and cultural information will be 
presented and articulated in both written 
assignments and a dialogical teaching 
approach. 

Scripture 
 
 

Significant knowledge of the original meaning of 
Scripture.  Also, the concepts for and skill to research 
further into the original meaning of Scripture and to 
apply Scripture to a variety of modern circumstances. 
(Includes appropriate use of original languages and 
hermeneutics; and integrates theological, historical, 
and cultural/global perspectives.) 

Strong Student will demonstrate suitable use of 
Scripture and hermeneutical methods in 
understanding biblical worldview as it 
relates to other wordviews. Lectures will 
deal with the influence of biblical studies 
on Christian philosophical theology. 

Reformed 
Theology 
 
 

Significant knowledge of Reformed theology and 
practice, with emphasis on the Westminster 
Standards.   

Strong Material will be presented through the 
grid of Reformed Theology and practice. 
The main course text evaluates the 
history of philosophy from a Reformed 
perspective. 

Sanctification 
 
 

Demonstrates a love for the Triune God that aids the 
student’s sanctification. 

Minimal Materials will be presented that give the 
student a better understanding of the 
priority of sanctification 

Desire for 
Worldview 
 

Burning desire to conform all of life to the Word of 
God. 

Strong This is the focus of the course. Students 
will gain an understanding of the need 
to conform all of life to the Word of God 
with special focus on “taking every 
thought captive.”  

Winsomely 
Reformed 
 

Embraces a winsomely Reformed ethos. (Includes an 
appropriate ecumenical spirit with other Christians, 
especially Evangelicals; a concern to present the 
Gospel in a God-honoring manner to non-Christians; 
and a truth-in-love attitude in disagreements.) 

Strong 
 

Student reads articles by authors that 
are not Reformed, and discusses the 
value of ecumenicalism as it applies to 
philoophical theology. Some readings 
and lectures will focus on how the 
Christian faith challenges non-Christian 
worldviews but also what can be 
learned from them  (common grace). 

Preach 
 
 

Ability to preach and teach the meaning of Scripture 
to both heart and mind with clarity and enthusiasm. 

Minimal Content of course will influence the 
content of preaching. 

Worship 
 
 

Knowledgeable of historic and modern Christian-
worship forms; and ability to construct and skill to 
lead a worship service. 

None  

Shepherd 
 
 

Ability to shepherd the local congregation: aiding in 
spiritual maturity; promoting use of gifts and callings; 
and encouraging a concern for non-Christians, both 
in America and worldwide. 

Minimal The student will grow in their 
understanding of the role of 
understanding worlviews for spiritual 
maturity (for believers to be more 
confident in their faith). The course 
promotes the use of various gifts and 
encourages students to grow I their 
concern for non-Christians. 

Church/World 
 
 

Ability to interact within a denominational context, 
within the broader worldwide church, and with 
significant public issues. 

Strong The student will gain an understanding 
of how to interact denominationally, 
ecumenically, and in the local context. 



 


